
23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 27 September 2020 Year A 

Readings: Ecclesiasticus 27:33-28:9; Romans 14:7-9; Matthew 18:21-35  

OK, so you turn up to work, work all day – no problem, you are on a fair wage. 

Sorted that out at the beginning of the day. At various times of the day new workers 
turn up. No worries, plenty to do.  

Knock off time - Casual labour - so you get paid at the end of each day. The first to 

get paid are those who worked only a couple of hours. You have a bit of a nosey as 
each comes up and signs off and, to your delight,  they get paid the full day rate. 

Your mind leaps into calculations – if that’s what they got paid for a fraction of the 

day, a simple multiplication and you have surely struck gold. 

You step up in anticipation, and blow me down, you get the same amount as those 
who worked one hour. That doesn’t seem fair; surely you worked harder and longer 

and deserve more.  

Hang about, before you call your E Tu Union Rep what are you complaining about? 

Did you agree to a fee? Yeah. And did you get paid a that fee? Yeah. Well then what 
are you complaining about. That the landowner is generous? Hasn’t the landowner 

every right to be generous.  

A bit of a tough Gospel - This parable, which is found only in Matthew’s Gospel, is 
told to help us understand GOD – here portrayed as Landowner, but we know GOD’s 

also like forgiving Father waiting for a wayward Son, like an anxious Shepherd 

looking for his Sheep, like a Widow desperate to find her lost coin.  

Parables, that in human terms, don’t make sense. And that’s because GOD is not 
human, and the parables help us understand that.   

As Isaiah says in our First reading “for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways 

not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks.” 

GOD behaves differently – strangely, unusually – paying workers more than is 

needed, welcoming back a child who has done wrong, leaving 99 sheep unguarded 
to find one that is missing, spending hours and hours cleaning to find a lost coin and 

then calls friends over to celebrate with tea and biscuits that cost more than the lost 
coin. Strange and unusual behaviour from GOD. 

-Tim Gordon 

Covid-19 Update 
Weekday and Saturday morning Masses/Liturgies shall continue during level 2. 
Sunday masses and Saturday Night Vigil's are suspended until level 1.  



Leadership Formation Team News 
 
As Covid-19 continues to impact the world, New Zealand and our church, we have 

continued to miss out on Sunday Mass Gatherings. One of the side effects of not 

having Sunday masses is 
of course there is no 

Sunday Collection.  
 

This has resulted in 

fewer donations to 
support the ongoing 

expenses that we have in 
the parish. Like you all 

we still have power, 
phone, internet, staff 

costs, rates, insurance 

and staff costs and are 
doing the best to 

manage on a limited 
income. 

 

Many regularly give 
generously through the Mass Collection and last month the donations received were 

down by over $6000.00. So we ask, if you are able to donate, we encourage you to 
do so. There are a few ways to donate:  

 
Automatic Payment/Direct Debit: Automatic payment’s can be set up so that 

weekly donations are paid directly into the Parish Bank Account. One-off direct 

debit payments can also be paid directly into the parish’s bank account. Our account 
is 02-0524-0203642-00 . If you have a planned giving envelope number please 

include this number as a reference. If you are not already a part of the Planned 
Giving, then please include your name as a reference.  

Drop off to the Office: As some parishioners are currently doing you are welcome 
to simply pop your envelopes in the presbytery door at 37 Dr Taylor Terrace or 

drop them off to the parish office staff between 9am-4pm, now the weather is 
getting better. Alternatively if it’s easier you are more than welcome to make a lump 

sum payment. 

 
We appreciate your generosity in financially supporting the Parish to be strong in its 

commitment to follow Christ, creating a welcoming community and engaged in 
bringing about a more just and equitable society. 

 

If you have any questions and would like to donate you can contact the parish office 
on 04 478 7131 or ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz. 



DVDs wanted 

Please donate DVDs to 
young people living at 

Remutaka Prison, in the 
Youth Youth Wing. 

 

I need DVDs to give to the 
prison to provide film 

evenings. 
 

If you have any: please 
send them to Steve 

O'Connor: 

Challenge 2000 PO Box 
13059 Johnsonville. 

 
Or drop them at our 

Centre at 1 Wanaka Street 

Johnsonville. 
For more information, 

please phone Steve 021 
192 7328. 

In preparation for the Parish AGM 22 October 2020 

check against the 2017 Synod Directions and Priorities 
for the Archdiocese of Wellington and assess how we 

are doing?  
 

Haere, tukuna… ki te hīkoi tahi me tētehi atu  

 Go, you are sent to accompany one another 
 

Do we offer a gathering for Young people for 
formation, fellowship, worship and to  empower them 

to live their faith in their daily lives. 
How can we involve young people in service to others, 

underpinned by formation in a ‘spirituality of service’. 

Are there any attitudinal and structural barriers to 
young people ‘having a voice’ and participating in the 

liturgical and spiritual life of the parish   
Intergenerational ministry by young people and with 

young people is encouraged in parishes 

Encourage and support schools in facilitating a 
personal encounter with Christ. 

Remember that young people are part of the Mass and 
the community. 

Implement post-sacramental programmes to ensure 
engagement. 

Have youth friendly Mass times – discuss with young 

people what works for them. 
Establish a working group to review the opportunities 

to provide support given to Catholic students at tertiary 
institutions. 

Investigate/implement activities such as breakfast 

meetings, or day long retreats. 
Promote Family and Young Church Ministry more, 

promote to parents as well as youth. 
Set up Apologetics Groups – training in how to respond 

to questions. 

Schedule youth focused liturgical activities/worship/
celebrations as an introduction to Mass 

Paid youth group leaders. 
Have formation for young after sacramental 

programme, eg training for ministries  
Provide ongoing Faith Formation for young adults eg 

like the Leadership Formation Programme. 

Encourage youth to attend XLT, Taize, Lifeteen, YAFA 
and other fellowship programmes. 

 

St. Mary's College has a 

small number of places 
available for Preference 

students in Year 9, 12 and 
13 for 2021. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please see our website for 
further information: 

https://
www.stmw.school.nz/SMC

-Parents/Enrolments-Fees/

Enrolments-Fees or phone 
the school office 473 

5554. 



Malvina Major Liturgy 

If we are in Covid Alert 
Level 1 then the Sunday 

Morning’s 10.30am Liturgy 
will start at Malvina Major 

Chapel. 

First Holy Communion 
Celebrations 
 
Over the next two weekends 70 of our children and 

three older parishioners will make their First 
Communion during a number of special masses. Our 

children have been on a journey of love towards love. 

During the weekly meetings we have talked about the 
Last Supper and what Jesus did for us and why he did 

it and continues to give us himself. 

 

We have heard and acted out the Loaves and Fishes 

Gospel and learnt  about how one small boy who 
shared all he had, enabled Jesus to feed many, many 

people. 
 

Our children have made Last Supper settings, they 
have coloured in the symbols of church and Eucharist 

and they have taken home decorated loaves of bread 

that state what act of love they have chosen to do in 
their families and school the following week. They 

have learnt about the Table of the Word and the Table 
of the Eucharist. They know that as a Catholic 

community we are called to come together, to receive 

Jesus so we can go out and be Jesus. 
 

The children have been energetic, keen, interested 
and have asked insightful questions and are now very 

excited about receiving Jesus for the first time. When 

Have you donated to 

the parish recently? 
 

We know it is difficult to 
donate at the moment 

because there are no 

weekly collections and 
Sunday masses.  

 
We encourage you to pay 

via internet banking if you 
can. The parish bank 

account is: 

 
St Francis Ohariu Parish 

02-0524-0203642-00 
 

Many thanks and 

blessings! 

Holy Hour 

You are invited to a Holy 
Hour on Tuesday 22 

September beginning at 
7.30 pm in the Connolly 

Hall Guildford Terrace, 

which is now set up as a 
chapel, to pray for 

vocations to the 
priesthood and 

consecrated life.   
This Holy Hour will include 

prayers, Scripture, singing, 

times of silence and 
conclude with Benediction 

followed by supper. 



cont… 

 
they go up to the Table of the Eucharist and open their hands to receive Jesus in that 

way for the first time they will say AMEN. An AMEN that they know means YES I 
Believe. YES I will now try and be like Jesus and spread love because he lives in me. 

I will be like that little boy in the 

loaves and fishes gospel, ready to 
give what I have. It’s a big and easy 

thing to do if we are full of Jesus. 
 

So let’s remember our First 
Communion over the next few 

weekends. Let us pray for the 

wisdom of small children who are 
excited about saying AMEN and then 

trying to be Jesus every day.  

In the words of St Augustine our adult AMEN is 

our signature. It is our commitment, our word to 
live like Jesus: to hear his life as we are fed at 

the Table of the Word and then to become like 
him at the Table of the Eucharist. Let us be 

changed into Jesus. 

That is very exciting and very challenging and 
has the potential to change us nad our 

community. 
 

 

“I am the food of grown 
men and women.  Grow, 

and you shall feed upon 
me.  You will not change 

me into yourself, as you 

change food into your 
flesh, but you will be 

changed into me.” -St 
Augustine 



Upcoming Events/Notifications 

“Understanding Change. Loss and Grief”: Seasons for Growth Grief 

Seminar Saturday, 19th September, 2.00-4.00pm, Ss Peter and Paul’s 
Church An informative and interactive workshop for all who are journeying with the 

grieving or interested in finding out more about the grief process. It is also an 
opportunity for self-reflection and self-care. For further information and/or 

registration, please contact Katrin Eickhorst on 021 374 405 or 

seasons@wn.catholic.org.nz. Registrations close on Sunday, 13th September to allow 
ordering resources. 

The next Onslow CWL meeting will be on Wednesday 23 September in 

conjunction with Otari parish, and is the annual celebration of the World Union of 
Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO). The gathering is to be held at St Thomas 

More, 36 Worcester Street, Wilton, and the evening concludes with supper.   
All women in the parish are very welcome to join us.  

 

Susan Dickson (CWL National President) has recommended that CWLANZ 

affiliate with Talitha Kum* and that Wellington Archdiocesan Council be asked for a 

representative to attend the Talitha Kum board meetings on a regular basis. These 

are held in Porirua, every two months, 12 Ernest Street, Porirua, Tuesday 4pm - 

6pm. The recommendation is to request a parishioner, and not necessarily a CWL 

member, who would be willing to take on this representation. Expressions of Interest 

to: Karen Saunders, CWL Wellington Archdiocesan Secretary, 4/476 0044, 

archdio.sec@gmail.com (*formerly ANZRATH - international network against 

trafficking in persons) 

Be informed about the End of Life Choice Act Referendum: 

• The End of Life Choice Act provides access to an assisted death for those with less 
than 6 months to live. Yet any prognosis, especially as long as 6 months, is a guess. 

Overseas research shows that the choice of euthanasia is not driven by pain but by a 
range of personal reasons, including the fear of being a burden to their families or 

society. 

• The End of Life Choice Act has no mandatory stand-down or cooling off period (as 
in other countries) - under the End of Life Choice Act, a person could be dead less 

than 4 days after diagnosis, and be under no obligation to inform their families or 
carers of their decision. The process does not even require the presence of an 

independent witness. 

Marian Mothers' Monday meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, 21st September from 10.15am (or 
when you can) at Stephanie's house, 12 Elgin Way, Khandallah. This is a welcoming 

and informal group. The mothers say prayers, and chat, whilst the kids play. Please 
call Stephanie on 021 138 0430 for more information, or just come along and give it 

a go!  

mailto:seasons@wn.catholic.org.nz


 
We welcome into the parish those  

newly Baptised: 
 

Claudia Harper (age 5) 
Elyse Harper (age 12) 

 Leilani Harper (age 14) 
 

 

Rosters 

27/09/20 
Sat 5.30 0900 1030 

 IF LEVEL 1  SAC St Bens SS P&P 

MUSIC       

GREETERS   Christine Patete Monika Sorensen 
& Sandra Parish 

1st Proclaimer Agustilia 
Rodrigues 

Robyn Radomski Nick Borthwick 

2nd Proclaimer Agustilia 
Rodrigues 

Louise Kelleher Philippa Wilson 

Prayers of the 
Faithful 

Jay Don Silva Grace Tulloch Gillian Laurenson 

Offertory 
Procession 

    Ballesteros 
family 

Servers     Anika Borthwick 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Ann-Marie Bush Janice Brown Helen Cross 
Sharron 
McSweeney 
John Wilkinson 

Collectors     Sy Family 

          Hello 

Hi my name is Ellen Giltrap and I have recently started in the 
full-time role of Parish Executive Assistant.  

 
I am a Wellingtonian and born and bred in the St Peter and 

Paul’s Parish (now St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish).   

Many of you may have seen me growing up playing music in 
the church alongside my mother Felicity, involved in the 

Challenge 2000 youth programmes in my teenage years, or you 
may even remember me from when I was passed around 

the church as a baby during mass many years ago! 
 

I was educated at St Brigid’s School then went on to study 

at Newlands College and then on to complete university 
studies.  

 
I am excited to be part of the great team in the St Francis 

of Assisi Parish Office and look forward to working with 

you all.  
 

Ngā mihi nui  
Ellen Pictured: Ellen and Nana Mary 

Grandparents Day at St Brigid’s School 



Liturgies & Mass times  26/27 September 
 

Provided we have moved to Covid-19 Alert Level 1 masses will be: 
Vigil Mass 5.30pm at St Andrew’s Church 

Mass 9am at St Benedict’s Church 
Mass 10.30am at St Peter and Paul’s Church 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.ohariu/  
Parish Bank Account for Donations: 02-0524-0203642-00 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
RIP Anniversary—  Ray Vaughan, Eddie Franz, Alex Telfar  

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce,  
Johnsonville 

 

Monday: 7pm Liturgy 
Tues: 9.15am Liturgy 
Wed: 11am Mass 
Thurs: 9am Liturgy 
Fri: If level one -11.30am 

School Mass 
Sat: 10am Mass 
Sun: 10.30am Mass 
 

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

Mon: 9am Liturgy 
7pm Meditation 
Tues: 9.15am Liturgy     
Thurs: 9am Liturgy 
Friday: 9am Liturgy 
Sun: 9am Mass 

St Andrew’s Church  

29 Trebann St  
Newlands 

 

Friday: 6.30pm  
Divine Mercy in the Chapel 
 

Join us on Facebook! 
Like and Follow the St 
Francis of Assisi Parish 

Facebook page to keep 
up to date on what is 

going on in your parish!  


