
Fifth Sunday of Easter 10 May 2020 

Readings: Acts 6: 1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14: 1-12 

THE HOME OF MANY ROOMS 
 

No mother is perfect, and neither was mine. Mum 
had her faults and I have some of those too, along 

with the better things she gave me. But, reflecting 

on my mother, I have only good feelings and warm 
gratitude and deep love. With my mother raising 

four boys ( Paul, Patrick, Peter and Bede) with our 
Dad ( Patrick) she was surrounded by five men – 

her HEART had many, many rooms to embrace 

each one of us; to strengthen us, to tell us off, to 
encourage us, to pray with us, to bandage our 

wounds, to feed us and to walk with us in the good 
times and difficult, in sickness and in health. She 

was a most beautiful woman, who made our house 
a home. Never ever forgotten, in my own Heart. 
 

This leads me into the Gospel reading for today from John: 14: 1-12 

What do I believe ―catholic‖ means?  
 

The word comes from Latin and Greek words meaning ―general‖ or ―universal‖.  In 
English it means ―universal in extent; involving all; of interest to all‖. 
 

Jesus could have used the word ―catholic‖ in this sense to describe His Father‘s house.  

He told us: ―In my Father‘s house there are many rooms.‖ (John 14:2)  
 

In speaking of the Father‘s house, Jesus is not pointing to a cathedral in the sky, but 

to God‘s heart. God‘s heart has many rooms. It can embrace everyone. It is wide, 

open and inviting. It is not petty and judgemental. It is a HEART that gathers in and 
unifies. It directly opposes all self - entitlement,  any kind of fracture that is out to hurt 

another, fundamentalism – often called a ‗religion of rage‘ and toxic ideologies. 
 

In God‘s house there are many rooms. There is an embrace for everyone; rich and 
poor, conservative and liberal, irrespective of whether one is wearing silk or jeans. 

God‘s house is a catholic house. And ―we must be catholic as our heavenly Father is 
catholic‖. We must create more catholic hearts and more catholic homes. Places where 

love grows and is nourished, where we can be strengthened ,encouraged, challenged, 

where we and others walk with each other in sickness and in health, in good times and 
the difficult.  
 

And this is not a call to be wishy-washy relativists who affirm that everything is okay 



as long as you do it sincerely. It is a 

call to build a faith and church with 
many rooms, stone by living stone, 

where we have the courage to step 
in to other people‘s rooms and invite 

others into ours. 

Like Christ, we must distinguish 
between right and wrong and 

believe in a divine truth which 
challenges the world‘s values. And 

we must free ourselves from un-
catholicism,  from the exclusion of 

others, from fundamentalism and ideology which create a heart with just one room. 

Each of us, like my Mum, is called to build a living loving home full of rooms where love 
flourishes. 

  

We Pray for our Community/Communities. 

 

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May all that we do 
flow from our deep connection with you and all beings. Help us become a community 

that vulnerably shares each other‘s burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our 

hearts‘ longings for the healing of our world.  
[Please add your own intentions.] . . . Knowing you are hearing us better than we are 

speaking, we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, amen.  Pete Roe SM 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 
 

As you know a Food distribution Centre was begun in Ss Peter 
and Pauls Church Hall during Level 4. Since then we have 

delivered 300 hampers to families and individuals throughout 

the Wellington region. 
This past week random acts of kindness from many 

parishioners helped us to make a difference. Examples to 
mention: One parishioner had cancelled a Food Box order - it 

arrived so they brought it in and donated it to a family. 

Several parishioners gave money so we could purchase milk, 
cheese, meat and fresh produce. 

Another had some winter duvets 
and ―styley" youth clothes. Others offered their assistance 

to deliver and pack. 
And so the love overflows. These are challenging times so 

if you can give help or would like some support please 

contact Challenge 2000 on 044776827 or the parish office 
on 044787137.  

Sister Marie rsj packing parcels and her  

home cooking too   



Our Church and Level 2 
 

Dear Fellow-Parishioners 
We hope that you and your families are all well. 

Since the lockdown the Leadership Formation Team has been meeting regularly to work 

out ways to respond to your physical, material and spiritual needs and to plan ahead as 
we move through the respective Alert levels. We have been consulting with other 

Parishes in New Zealand/Aotearoa and observing closely the overseas responses.  
 

With the possibility that New Zealand will move from Level 3 to Level 2 in the near 
future, the LFT has been reflecting and discussing: ‗How can the people of St 
Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish best gather to celebrate and be nurtured as a 
Eucharistic Community under Covid-19 Alert Level 2?’ 
 

As outlined in the Government Alert Level 2 restrictions, and reinforced by our own New 

Zealand Bishops, parishes will, under level 2, be able to bring up to 100 people together 
for Masses or other gatherings, subject to a number of safety requirements being met. 
 

In line with the Bishops directive that parishes consult amongst their 

leadership, the Leadership Formation Team will be meeting next week to 
decide on options for Eucharistic gatherings, including the possibility of 

options other than public Masses. 
 

As part of that process, we will seek your views next week through an on-line 
survey. 

What on the surface might seem relatively straight-forward is, in fact, quite complex. 
Complying with the Alert Level 2 restrictions raises a considerable number of not 

insignificant logistical challenges and risks. Some of the questions we all need to 

consider: 
 

 With a Mass count of around 1,000, it would be impractical to provide Mass for all – 

who gets to attend and who is turned away? Who decides?  
 We have a responsibility to meet the spiritual needs of all parishioners. How do we 

continue to meet the needs of those who can‘t attend, whether by choice or lack of 

space? 
 Can we physically manage the numbers who might attend, include tracing 

requirements? 
 Will we need to employ commercial cleaners to have a sense of confidence that we 

are providing a low risk clean environment? What is their availability and what are 

the additional costs associated with this? 
 Many of our parishioners are in the older category with existing medical conditions. 

 Many of the priests we rely on are in the older vulnerable category who are actively 

encouraged to stay at home where possible. 
 

At the same time, we note that the Government Guidelines “encourage” people 

and organizations to seek “alternative ways of working”. The NZ Bishops, 

recalling Pope Francis, have also reminded us that this is a time that is ripe for new 
imagination to allow the breadth of the Spirit to open new horizons. 

In light of that, the Leadership Formation Team is also actively considering an 
alternative way of building up and sustaining community in our parish under 



Level 2 of the pandemic; a parish-wide innovation that we call “The Little 

Churches”. 
 

This alternative way of gathering for worship involves a return to a model of Christian 

gathering that characterized the early Church. In the immediate short-term, in the 

absence of everyone being able to attend large Parish Eucharistic gatherings, this 
model would allow for smaller Church gatherings in people‘s homes, with the 

possibility of receiving the reserved Sacrament. 
We will also be seeking your views on this initiative as part of the parish survey. 
 

The Little Churches 

A Little Church is a limited assembly (up to 10) of local parishioners gathered in a 
home for worship.  
 

People will recall from the Acts of the Apostles that this form of gathering in small 

households was part of the pattern of worship of the earliest Church communities who, 
as well as continuing their observance of the Jewish rituals, met separately as 

Christians in each other‘s houses. As we read in the Acts of the Apostles: ―Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts‖ (Acts 2:46); ―And daily in the temple, 
and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ‖ (Acts 5:42).  
 

What we are proposing is a return to ―the roots‖ of our Christian faith and the ways of 

living out our faith that were initiated and practiced by our ancestors in faith. 

We are reminded by Jesus himself that ―where two or three gather in my name, there 
am I with them‖ Matthew 18:20. This Sunday‘s Gospel from John 14:2 in which Jesus 

teaches his disciples that ―there are many rooms in my Father‘s house‖ also comes to 
mind: The model of ‗Little Churches can be considered as being akin to a parish 

ecclesia (assembly) in which the gathering happens in many different rooms. 
 

If the Little Churches are to happen, there are a number of practical issues to be 
resolved, including: 

 identification of leaders 

 identification of participants 

 protocols around people meeting safely in homes 

 protocols around the safe distribution of the communion hosts 

 preparation of a worship outline that will give facilitators some direction and 

confidence in running such a group. 
 

It is hoped that by facilitating and empowering these Little Church cell communities 

they, like living cells, will both nurture and be sustained by the Body as a whole. In 
line with that it is envisaged that this particular way of being Church will create a 

sense of prayerful community that, in some Spirit-guided way, could extend beyond 

the end of all Alert Levels into the very different Church future that we in St Francis of 
Ohariu Parish have been preparing for over the last 18 months.  

To implement the concept of Little Churches, we are aware that it will take time for 
this model to develop. We note that, aside from those for whom it may pose too great 

a risk, there will be some to whom it will not appeal.  
 

This is a proposal and after your prayerful consideration we welcome your comments 



Before Christmas Catholic Social Services Wellington 

assisted Kahungunu Whanau Services, a Kaupapa Maori social 
service agency, and Housing First Provider to house two 

families. Kahungunu is continuing this work to place 
individuals and families without homes into permanent or 

transitional housing. They have asked Catholic Social Services 

for help again, this time to permanently house people in nine properties over the next 
few weeks. Because of the large numbers of people they have settled recently (150 

people) Kahungunu have used up their store of donated goods and other possible 
sources of supply are on hold. They need double or queen beds with mattress and 

base, drawers, pots and pans, couches, white ware, microwaves, linen and blankets. If 
you can help, then contact please Catholic Social Services Community Facilitator Paul 

Alsford on p.alsford@wn.catholic.org.nz 021754145 to arrange a contactless pick up. 

Let‘s make this Church App Month‘s trial truly relevant by downloading it onto your 
phone an encouraging as many parishioners you know to do the same.  

and suggestions on this or on other proposals that you have thought of.  

With every blessing, and a special blessing on all Mums,    
 

The Leadership Formation Team  

St. Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish App 

If we have learnt anything over the past 6 weeks it 
is the importance of Communication as we have 

reached out to stay in contact with  our Parishioners, 
providing updates, liturgical  guidance and prayer 

resources. 

To further our communication, the Parish has signed 
up for a month‘s trial of the same Church App that is 

already in use by many Parishes and Schools. 
Much has been achieved through emails and the 

social media and we believe that this Church app 
along with the new Parish Website will complement 

these perfectly. 

  To install the app on your phone for free click on  

  the link below and follow the instructions 

  https://stfrancisohariu.churchapps.co.nz/install/  
 

If you follow this link while on a computer the QR Code is found—if you aren‘t familiar 

with the QR Code simply open your  phone‘s camera and hover over the Code‘s 

image. Select  St Francis of Assisi Ohariu  as the Church and the magic of  technology 
does the rest.  From a phone it‘ll take you to the APP Store from where you click GET. 

  Click here to view some of the features 
 

Once installed you are invited to subscribe to the various Groups and Ministries so that 
you can stay in touch with what makes our Parish so diverse and vibrant. 

https://stfrancisohariu.churchapps.co.nz/install/
https://churchapps.co.nz/church-app-features/


“They showed us unusual kindness‖ (cf. Acts 28:2) 

 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
celebrated in New Zealand between Ascension and 

Pentecost Sundays each year (25-31 May this year). 
The Week of Prayer began as a Catholic observance 

in 1908. In the 1920s other Christian churches began 

their own observance of a period of prayer for unity. 
In 1968 for the first time the World Council of 

Churches and the Pontifical Council for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity jointly prepare the 

materials for the Week, a practice which has 
continued ever since. 

Each year the Christian churches in a different part of the world are invited to work 

together on the materials. The resources are then adapted in each country for their 
own use, with the Catholic Bishops Committee for Ecumenism adapting the resources 

for use in Aotearoa New Zealand. 
The materials for the 2020 Week of Prayer were prepared by the Christian churches in 

Malta. This year‘s theme ―they showed us unusual kindness‖ (Acts 28.2) refers to the 

shipwreck of St Paul and his companions on the island of Malta, when he was being 
taken to Rome as a prisoner. The inhabitants of Malta showed ―unusual kindness‖ to 

those who were shipwrecked in a violent storm. The theme has particular relevance for 
our current situation, as Cardinal John Dew says in his letter for the Week of Prayer: 

―There is much to reflect upon in this theme in the light of our experience of the last 
few weeks with COVID-19. We have been urged to ‗be kind‘ and to ‗stay united‘. The 

pandemic has been the equivalent of a shipwreck for many people, and ‗unusual 

kindness‘ is needed as never before.‖ 

Inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Weekly Divine Mercy Prayers Meeting 
Time: May 3, 2020 3 PM Auckland, Wellington.  

Every 7 days, 7 occurences 
May 10, 2020 3PM,    

May 17, 2020 3PM    

May 24, 2020 3PM,    
May 31, 2020 3 PM,   

Jun 7, 2020 3 PM       
Jun 14, 2020 3PM 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72875410148?
pwd=bmh6eXBGRzR1dk5oZnhKTlR1TnJNQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 728 7541 0148    
Password: 9CW7ZA 



For Mass Online  go to: 
https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times  
 
Click on this link and it will take you to the Archdiocese's Youtube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/c/MCSHWellington? 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook Group—St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish  

MASS INTENTIONS 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
 

Terrance Leamy RIP (son of Veronica and Terry), Roger and Marie Dee and 
Robert Taylor (death anniversaries). We also pray for Oni Villanueva who is 

currently recovering from surgery. 

Dear brothers and sisters, in this time so many thoughts and worries lead us 
to turn inwards into ourselves... Let us ask for the grace to recognise and 
follow the voice of the good Shepherd, who brings us out of the enclosures of 
selfishness and leads us to the pastures of true freedom. 
Pope Francis, 3 May 2020 

Most magazine-style Catholic media may be unable to produce their usual  

printed editions until Covid-19 restrictions are reduced further. This  
may require the ability of churches to reopen so wide distribution can  

resume unti then you can access all Catholic Media here 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?

fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw 

https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/05/03/200503b.html
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw

