
Sixth Sunday of Easter 17 May 2020 

Readings: Acts 8: 5-8; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14: 15-21 

GOD IS MY ADVOCATE NOT MY ACCUSER 
 

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom 

the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 

because he abides with you, and he will be in you. "I will not leave you orphaned; I 
am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 

me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 

those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them‖. 

God is my ‗Advocate‘. How would you feel if you heard 
someone say, ‗God is my defence lawyer?‘  Yet that is 

the basic meaning of the word 'Advocate'. It has many 
different connotations, of course, in John's gospel: 

spokesperson, mediator, intercessor, teacher, 

comforter, consoler…. Everything except accuser. 
There is hope for us all. 
 

If this sounds new to you, then you may have been thinking of God all along as your 

enemy and accuser. Don‘t be surprised: millions are in the same boat. 
 

There‘s a question about God‘s goodness as old as religion itself: How can an all-good 

God who is our advocate send someone to hell for all eternity? How can God be all-

merciful and all loving if there is eternal punishment? 
 

It‘s a false question. God doesn‘t send anyone to hell and God doesn‘t deal out eternal 

punishment. God offers life and the choice is ours as to whether we accept that or not. 

God doesn‘t judge anyone. We judge ourselves. God doesn‘t create hell and God does 
not send anyone to hell. But that doesn‘t mean that hell doesn‘t exist and that it isn‘t a 
possibility for us. Here, in essence, is how Jesus explains this: 
 

GOD SENDS HIS LIFE INTO THE WORLD AND WE CAN CHOOSE THAT LIFE OR REJECT IT. WE 
JUDGE OURSELVES IN MAKING THAT CHOICE. IF WE CHOOSE LIFE, WE ARE ULTIMATELY 

CHOOSING HEAVEN, CHOOSING LOVE. IF WE REJECT LIFE, WE END UP LIVING OUTSIDE OF LIFE 
AND THAT ULTIMATELY IS HELL, THE ABSENCE OF LOVE. BUT WE MAKE THAT CHOICE, GOD 

DOESN’T SEND US ANYWHERE. MOREOVER, HELL IS NOT A POSITIVE PUNISHMENT CREATED BY 
GOD TO MAKE US SUFFER. HELL IS THE ABSENCE OF SOMETHING, NAMELY, LIVING INSIDE OF 

THE LIFE THAT’S OFFERED TO US, A LIFE OF DEEP LOVE AND TOTAL ACCEPTANCE. 

 

‗Heaven‘ and ‗hell‘ are not static ‗locations‘ in some afterlife realm where you end up 



on account of your doings here on Earth. They are states of heart, soul and mind –  

we consciously or unconsciously choose to ‗operate‘ from in our everyday lives. 
Jesus knows that it is not easy to live the commandments in all-embracing ways. That's 

why he offers the assistance of his love, his ‗advocacy‘. He came into the world not only 
to fulfil the law, but also to give us his grace so that we can do the will of God by loving 

him and our brothers and sisters.         Pete sm 

Dear Parishioners 
 

Greetings from the Leadership Formation Team – 

welcome to Alert Level 2, and with some new ways 

of behaviour for us all.  
 

Sacramental and liturgical worship under 
Level 2 Alert: It is likely that, within Level 2, there 

will be gradual steps towards the larger gatherings of 
up to 100 (which was first mooted when the rules for Level 2 were first presented by 

the Prime Minister some weeks ago). Earlier in the week, the NZ Catholic Bishops and, 

separately, Cardinal John, put out statements about how the current situation impacts 
on our Catholic life. The New Zealand Catholic Bishops‘ press statement notes:   

 

"The government's move to Alert Level 2 with some restrictions allows many of our 
parish activities to resume, including churches opening for private prayer and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. But because of the gathering restriction of 10 people, the 
bishops have reluctantly agreed that public Masses will not commence again during 
this stage of Level 2 and we are not advocating          
Eucharistic Adoration at this time."  

 

See: https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_community/alert-level-2-and-parishes/ 
 

So, as things stand, there are currently no Public Masses. 

 

The St Francis of Ohariu Parish Leadership Team think we might safely open 
SS Peter & Paul’s Church this week from Wednesday to Friday 10am to 

5.00pm for individual prayer.  
The limitation to 10 people with the distancing and hygiene rules will be strictly 

monitored. If there are people prepared to take charge of St Benedict‘s and St 

Andrews to do similar then please contact Tim Gordon 
(tim.gordon@stfrancisohariu.nz)  

Live-streamed Mass from St Francis of Ohariu Parish this weekend:  

 

This Sunday, our parish of St Francis of Assisi Ohariu will host a Live-
streamed Mass starting at 09.30am. You can subscribe to our Parish You 

tube Channel on 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSLtzweaCA6IRFbViFzFLSQ/  
 

The available technology enables us to switch between people‘s homes and allows  

 

https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_community/alert-level-2-and-parishes/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSLtzweaCA6IRFbViFzFLSQ/


different parishioners to take an active part in-real-time by, for example, welcoming, 

proclaiming the Scriptures, leading prayers of the faithful and providing music. So, 
expect to see our own parishioners and our own priests in action.  

 

Fr Pete Roe will preside at this live-streamed Mass. 

 

While we are not able to open up our Churches for the normal Sunday Masses, it is our 
intention that, from Sunday 24th of May, we will bring a greater level of active 

participation to the Live-streamed Masses through the concept of The Little 

Churches which was first discussed in last weeks newsletter.  
 

The Little Church Gatherings 
 

A Little Church is a gathering of 1 – 10 parishioners in a private home, something which 
is allowed under the current Level 2 restrictions. For both safety reasons and for 

reasons of building community, it is anticipated that these groups will retain the same 
membership from week to week. 

 

The idea is that those who decide to be part of a Little Church will, in the 

future, gather in the private home of whoever is hosting their Little Church 
for the 9.30am live-streamed Sunday Eucharist. Safety protocols will be 

developed to ensure that these gatherings happen in a safe way.  

 

A pre-nominated person from each Little Church group will physically attend the live-
streamed Mass where a Priest will be celebrating the live-streamed Eucharist. 

 

During the Mass, various parishioners will actively participate from either their own 

homes or their Little Church gathering.  

 

At the time of Communion, the representative from each Little Church who is attending 
the Mass with the priest will collect their consecrated Hosts and return to their own 

Little Church. When they arrive back at the Little Church, the Eucharist of the day is 

then safely distributed to those gathered. 

 

If it turns out that there are more than 9 Little Churches then, while gatherings are 

restricted to a maximum of 10, the prenominated persons in attendance with the priest 

will be asked to drop communion off to more than one Little Church.  

 

In this way, we believe that it will be possible for as many parishioners who 
want to, to partake in the celebration of the Sunday Mass and receive the 

Sacrament of the Eucharist.  

 

In the current circumstances, we believe that the structure of the Little Churches is the 
most inclusive way we can think of for our parishioners to connect and worship 

together as is our Sunday custom and to once again partake in the Eucharist.  

 

We believe that celebrating the Eucharist in this way this will result in a much deeper 
awareness that we are one, united, praying – and suffering – People of God.  

All of us will become more aware of how we are all connected and part of a Whole – as 

Living Cells in a Body. 

 



We are aware that some of our parishioners are immune compromised, in 

which case even small restricted gatherings up to 10 people are too dangerous. Those 
people will still be able to participate in the live-streamed Mass from their own homes. 

In addition, we will endeavour to get Communion of the day to all those in such a 
situation as request it – an extension to the ‗Communion for the Sick‘ that we are well 

accustomed to. 

 

We are in new territory here, along with every other parish in New Zealand. In bringing 

this new initiative forward, we are encouraged by the recent words of Pope Francis who 
described this time as ―ripe for new imagination and for allowing the breath of the 

Spirit to open new horizons.‖   

If you are interested in either joining or hosting a Little Church, click on 

https://us19.list-manage.com/survey?u=64be3a897b15bf2100193630b&id=0f40249480  
Alternatively you can email us to join or to find out more .  

 

Going Forward 
 

In preparation for an increase in the number allowed to publicly gather, and 
anticipating permission to begin Public Masses, the 

Leadership Formation Team will continue to 
develop safe protocols that will fulfil the deep 

desire we have to celebrate the Eucharist. In 

developing these protocols, we want to act in a 
fair and just way so that as many parishioners as 

possible will be able to actively participate 
sacramentally in the Eucharist and other liturgical 

opportunities.  

 

Because our parish Mass attendance role is around 

1000 then, even when the Government regulations 
allow gatherings to 100, we would, realistically, 

only be able to provide Mass for a minority of our 
community. Cardinal John has already ruled out priests celebrating more Sunday 

Masses than Canon Law allows.  

 

Keeping that in mind, we envisage that the gathering of parishioners in Little Churches 

may well continue to remain an important option even after some Masses are allowed, 
potentially operating in parallel with limited-attendance Parish Masses. We will also 

investigate the suitability of other options such as ‗rostering‘ people to attend every 2nd 
or 3rd week.  

 

In coming to a decision about future Masses we will be reflecting on the following:  

 

 Keeping in mind the spiritual needs of all our parishioners, how can we provide for 

the most people to actively participate in a Sunday Mass and partake in the 

Eucharist of the day? 

  

https://us19.list-manage.com/survey?u=64be3a897b15bf2100193630b&id=0f40249480


Thank you to all 

those people who 

are continuing to 

give to our 

foodbank. From 

next week people 

are welcome to 

leave  food in the 

St Vincent de Paul 

basket in the foyer 

 While Masses are limited in numbers, how do we decide who attends and who does 

not? The idea that we would actively exclude anyone is contrary to the concept of 

the Eucharist as well as the principle of fairness. 
 How do we cater for our most vulnerable parishioners for whom any group 

gatherings – whether a Mass or other small group – remains too risky? 

 What level of organisational and management capacity would be required to 

facilitate and coordinate the necessary processes and systems needed to celebrate 

public Masses in a safe way? Do we have that capacity? 
 How do we open our Churches safely and safely accommodate a congregation 

adhering to safe distancing? 

 How do we protect our vulnerable Priests? 

 How do we clean the Churches to a professional and safe standard while verifying 

the adequacy of the cleaning? 

 How do we set up tracing of those in attendance? 

 To whom do we allot the limited seating capacity? 

 How do we usher those attending without leaving them out in the weather?  

 

We are working hard on solutions to these issues. This requires balancing our spiritual 

requirements with the community‘s health and safety. As always, we value all 
constructive input as we move forward.  
 

Thank you for your continued love and support for one another. 



Workers on temporary work visa’s 
 

The Wellington Archdiocese Filipino chaplaincy outreach group has been working this 

week  with Challenge 2000 and Wellington Catholic Social Services to ensure emergency 

food parcels have been provided to around 74 Filipino construction and road workers in 

the Wellington region who are living on 80% of their usual wages. 

Filipino chaplain Fr Marlon Tebellin says Filipinos have high levels of resilience, and a 

way of handing problems over to God, as expressed in the saying used when people 

find themselves facing difficulties: ―Bahala na ang Diyos‖ which means ―Everything to 

God‖. 

However, he said many 

workers based here will be 

facing great uncertainty, 

both in terms of their 

employment here, but also 

because of their concerns 

that they are unable to 

support family left behind in 

the Philippines, who are 

also facing restricted 

movement and loss of 

income because of the 

impact of Covid-19 there. Although the New Zealand based workers‘ incomes have 

dropped, they continue to pay high rent and other costs, arranged as part of their 

employment conditions in New Zealand. 

The New Zealand government has advocated that New Zealanders working in Australia, 

who contribute through their taxes to the social security net, should not be excluded 

from the benefits of that social security net. This is commendable, however the same 

situation applies to thousands of workers in New Zealand on temporary work visas. 

While it is good that the temporary Covid-19 wage subsidy is being paid to people in 

New Zealand on temporary work visas, as well as to citizens and residents, the same 

access is not operating in terms of our social welfare system. 

Section 64 of the Social Security Act 2018 specifically provides for emergency benefits 

to be extended in the situation of an epidemic.  As Cardinal John Dew said in a letter 

this week to the Prime Minister and Minister of Social Development, ―It is hard to 

imagine the use of this Section of the Act other than in the unprecedented 

circumstances in which we currently find ourselves.‖ 

People who are in a position to contribute towards emergency assistance for people on 

temporary work visas in New Zealand, as well as others from migrant worker or refugee 

backgrounds, can channel donations to Wellington Catholic Social Services by internet 

banking: 02-0560-0213864-000 or contact CSS on 04-385-9642. 



“The Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity is 

celebrated in New Zealand 
between Ascension and 

Pentecost Sundays each 
year (25-31 May this year). 

The materials for the 2020 

Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity have been 

prepared by the Christian 
churches in Malta and 

Gozo.

(Christians  Together  in  Malta).  On  10th February  many  Christians  in  Malta   

celebrate  the  Feast  of  the Shipwreck of St Paul, marking and giving thanks for the 

arrival of Christian faith on these islands. The reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
used for the feast is the text chosen for this year‘s Week of Prayer. ―Kindness‘ is 

needed as never before.‖ 

Time to switch to  
online giving?  

Electronic giving takes the hassle out of 

the Sunday collection, and it makes our 
job so much easier too!  

Would YOU give it a go?  
Email Carol at ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz to 

find out just how easy it is!  

Laudato Si Week (16-24 May 2020) 

 

We‘re living through history-shaping events. Laudato Si‘ teaches us how  
to build a better world–together. People everywhere are crying out for hope, and  

our faith is urgently needed to light the way. For Laudato Si‘ 

Week, 16-24 May,  
Catholics are uniting in solidarity for a more just and 

sustainable future. Stand united with our brothers and 
sisters in faith as we grow through the crisis of this moment 

to build a better tomorrow. 

Reflect and prepare through online trainings, 16-23 May 
Join the worldwide day of prayer, 24 May 

Put preparation into action during the Season of Creation, 
this September. 

To sign up, visit laudatosiweek.org  



For Mass Online  go to: 
https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times  
 
Click on this link and it will take you to the Archdiocese's Youtube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/c/MCSHWellington? 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook Group—St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish  

MASS INTENTIONS 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
 

Mary Hughes, (Funeral at St Andrew‘s next week), Carol Sinnot and 
Lawerence Schicker RIP  

We also pray for Cheryl Austin who currently is in hospital, and Graeme Gorton who 
is having his 90th birthday. 

The risk is that we may be struck by an even worse virus, that 
of selfish indifference. A virus spread by the thought that life 
is better if it is better for me, and that everything will be fine 
if it is fine for me. It begins there and ends up selecting one 
person over another, discarding the poor, and sacrificing 
those left behind on the altar of progress. The present 
pandemic, however, reminds us that there are no differences 
or borders between those who suffer. 
Pope Francis: Homily for the Second Sunday of Easter,  
19 April 2020 

Most magazine-style Catholic media may be unable to produce their usual  

printed editions until Covid-19 restrictions are reduced further. This  
may require the ability of churches to reopen so wide distribution can  

resume until then you can access all Catholic Media here 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?

fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw 

https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200419_omelia-divinamisericordia.html
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw

