
Pentecost 31 May 2020 

Readings: Acts 2: 1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13; John 20: 19-23 

Pentecost 
 

This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. In the Gospel we read how 
the disciples were gathered in the Upper Room after the shock 

of Jesus’ departure at the Ascension. Let’s be honest – really -

they were hiding! Hiding from the uncertainty of what they 
were to do next, hiding because of their fear of the 

authorities, hiding because they felt safer huddled together as 
a group. 

Then the Holy Spirit came amongst them, uplifted, 

strengthened and inspired them. And they left the Upper 
Room and began preaching the Good News about Jesus and 

God’s Kingdom. 
As New Zealanders we too have recently sheltered in an 

Upper Room, protecting ourselves against Covid-19. Our 
Lockdown enclosure has meant that we have been unable to gather as a Parish 

community and to worship in our traditional ways. This has caused fear amongst 

some, uncertainty in others and at the very least – a sense of loss, disorientation and 
anticipation – what’s going to happen next? When will things return to “normal”? 

This has been fertile ground for the Holy Spirit who, I suggest, has come amongst us 
in recent months with great power. Throughout the world Catholics (and other 

denominations) have been looking for new and inventive ways in which to connect, 

worship and express our faith. People have been accessing Live-stream Masses, Office 
of the Church prayer, Zoom liturgies. Theologians have been wrestling with  

theological conundrums relating to Christ, Eucharist, priesthood and the Church. And a 
woman theologian and biblical scholar has now proposed herself as a candidate to be 

Archbishop of Lyon in France! 

In our own Parish of St Francis of Assisi Ohariu our Youth team has made 6 videos for 
children for Sundays or special days, many of us now pray the Angelus at noon each 

day prompted by our Church App alert. And we have setup Little Churches which meet 
on a Sunday as a way of actively sharing in a Parish Eucharist. Our people are praying, 

connecting, caring – and simply being – in new and different ways. 
In all this turmoil and experimentation the Holy Spirit is dancing IN and THROUGH and 

WITH us in the very efforts and innovations that we are all making and trying! 

In describing the work of the Holy Spirit in these Covid times Pope Francis said “the 
Holy Spirit provokes disorder through the charisms, but then out of that disorder 

creates harmony”. What a fascinating idea – that the Holy Spirit might be disrupting 
us, unsettling us, stirring us up in order to bring fresh life and energy to our lives – in 



order to “renew the face of the Earth” 

Pope Francis added: “We need an apostolic creativity, a 
creativity shorn of so many useless things but with a yearning 

to express our faith in community, as the people of God.” I 
couldn’t have said it better myself! 

Saint Oscar Romero, the Latin American Bishop who was 

murdered in 1978 and canonized in October last year said,  
‘The Spirit makes all things new; we are the ones who grow 

old and want to keep 
everything to our aged way 

of doing things… the Spirit 
is never old , the Spirit is 

always young.’ 

So take courage – have 
faith – we are on the right 

path. Don’t hide in the Upper Room. Embrace everything that is happening. We cannot 
go back to what used to be “normal”. Whatever your views, whatever your fears – be 

hopeful – love one another – God is with us!     
 

Leadership team & Pete Roe sm 

TeRewaRewa – a bridge that connects. (New Plymouth) 

Peter Mulqueen – Engineer and Designer and Parishioner. 
“ The Bridge is designed to evoke a sense of wind as a 

metaphor for the enduring spirit around the RewaRewa 
Pa Site, New Plymouth”. Peter Mulqueen 

Opportunities for Prayer and Service in our Community 
 

Ss Peter and Pauls is now open every day for 
private prayer from 9-5 and it’s been lovely to 

see so many parishioners popping in and 

praying. Please remember to sanitise and leave 
your contact details. Also we appreciate 

volunteers to help clean the churches. Contact 
Carol or Tim. 

The Leadership Formation Team are meeting regularly to try and discern the Spirit’s 

call, to keep up to date with all the matters associated with the Covid response and to 
continue to support the pastoral, spiritual and material needs of our parish.  

We are also very grateful for all the positive feedback and offers of help that we have 
received. Like so many in leadership positions in our community and church this has 

been an extremely challenging time as so much goes on in the lives of people every 

day. 
Sadly there was a suicide in our parish last week so a big thank you to two of our 

Mandarin speaking parishioners who have been supporting the partner of the deceased. 
The Food distribution Centre provided food to lots of families last week. Parishioners 

have been affected by reduced hours, lower wages and job losses so any one is 
welcome to pop in and access what we have in our hall. Our church is about supporting 

each other and sharing what we have. Of course we also welcome those who can 

contribute to the Food centre as well and appreciate those who are dropping of 
supplies and donating. 



Our Parish in Level 2 
 

The Bishops have advised that it is up to each parish to decide what is manageable and 
safe for their community, including whether any particular weekday or Sunday Mass 

resumes. 

Given that our parish Mass count on any weekend is approximately 1000, the current 
restrictions of numbers mean that not all parishioners will be able to attend Mass.  

 

Others will choose not to attend due to health reasons, concerns or fears. For these 

reasons, the Bishops have advised that the dispensation from attendance at Sunday 
Mass continues. 

 

Live-streamed Masses, in conjunction with the Little Churches, will continue to be 

offered for these people. 

 

Our Parish will be offering the following Eucharistic Celebrations for this Sunday, 

Pentecost 31st May and for the following week.  

 

1. The Little Churches Live stream Mass will take place at 0930. There is now the 
capacity for the number of Little Churches to grow given that we can allow more than 

10 Little Church representatives to attend the Mass in person.  

  

2. There will be a Mass celebrated at SS Peter & Paul's Church at 1100 on Sunday. In 
accordance with the Covid-19 Restrictions this will be for a limited number of 

parishioners. In choosing who will be able to attend, priority will given to those 

parishioners who do not have access to the internet and who are not able to be part of 
a Little Church. Thank you for those who have registered an interest in attending. 

Registrations are now closed. Those attending will be notified.  

  

3. Parishioners who for health or other personal reasons are unable to attend either the 
Parish Mass or a Little Church, can request that Communion be brought to their house. 

We will have protocols in place for this to happen safely.  

 

 4. There will also be a Mass on Wednesday June 3 at 11am at Ss Peter and Pauls. 
Please remember to arrive a bit earlier so the Health safety measures and contact 

tracing can be completed. 

 

The Little Churches 
We thank those parishioners who are participating 

safely in their Little Church for allowing others who do 

not have access to the internet to attend the live 
Mass.  If you wish to attend an established Little 
Church, or want to establish and host your own Little 
Church with your family, friends and neighbours, 

please register by 

emailing tim.gordon@stfrancisohariu.nz 

  

Little Churches is an alternative way of building up and 

sustaining community while our parish is still 

under Level 2 of the pandemic. 

 



 

A Little Church is a limited assembly of 1 - 10 local parishioners gathered in a home 

for worship. This alternative way of gathering for worship involves a return to a 
model of Christian gathering that characterised the early Church.  
 

A Little Church Representative physically attends the live-streamed Mass  while all 

those gathered in the Little Church home join the Live Stream on YouTube and 
together participate in the Liturgy. 

  

At the time of Communion, the designated Little Church Representative returns to 

join their Little Church to safely distribute the Eucharist of the day to those waiting at 
the household. 

  

We believe that in celebrating the Eucharist in this way we are one, united, praying – 

and suffering – People of God - connected and part of a Whole – as Living Cells in a 
Body. 

  

We are encouraged by the recent words of Pope Francis who described this time as 

“ripe for new imagination and for allowing the breath of the Spirit to open new 
horizons.” 
 

 



Dear Fathers and Lay Pastoral Leaders 

  

Yesterday I sent you letters about the government’s 
decision to raise the gathering limit to 100. When the 
bishops discussed how to respond to this we were very 
aware of the diversity of situations in parishes, some with 
very large churches and others with small churches. It was impossible to say that 
things must be done in a certain way, so we settled for giving parishes some guiding 
principles. 

  

I know about the decisions being made in a few parishes in the Archdiocese and would 
welcome information about what others are planning. There are difficult decisions to 
be made and it is good that in the parishes I have heard about the Pastoral Council is 
playing a role in making those decisions. 

  

So far I have heard of parishes that are 
       Having a Mass on four weekdays, but not having Sunday Masses. 

       Having Sunday Masses but being strict about only 100 people being present. 

       Not having any Masses while there is a 100-person limit, due to the difficulties with 
their particular churches. 

  

All of these are valid choices. I encourage you to talk to your neighbouring parishes, as 
decisions made in one parish may affect another. 

  

I have also heard that there are people, not necessarily elderly, who feel that it is not 
safe to gather yet. That is an individual decision which is to be respected, as people’s 
circumstances are very different. Some are aware of the part church gatherings have 
played in the spread of the illness overseas, others have caring roles for elderly 
parents, others are immune-compromised or are living with someone who is. The 
dispensation from the Sunday obligation continues so that people can make decisions 
they feel are safe. 

  

Thank you for your work and for adapting so well to our changing circumstances. With 
all good wishes and every blessing     Cardinal John Dew 

St. Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish App 

To further our communication, the Parish has 
signed up for a month’s trial of 'ChurchAppsNZ', 

which is already in use by many Parishes and 
Schools. Due to the Lockdown, we have been 

granted another month's free trial. As come into 

Level 1 we will really test its value to our 
Communication staying in contact with our 

Parishioners, providing updates, liturgical guides 
and prayer resources. You can access the app 
download here  

https://stfrancisohariu.churchapps.co.nz/install/


Inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Weekly Divine Mercy Prayers Meeting 
Time: May 3, 2020 3 PM Auckland, Wellington.  

Every 7 days, 7 occurrences 
May 31, 2020 3 PM,   

Jun 7, 2020 3 PM       

Jun 14, 2020 3PM 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72875410148?

pwd=bmh6eXBGRzR1dk5oZnhKTlR1TnJNQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 728 7541 0148    
Password: 9CW7ZA 

This Pentecost Sunday let us ask ourselves : 

 

"Are we open to the Holy Spirit, do I pray to him to enlighten me, to make me more 

sensitive to the things of God?  

And this is a prayer we need to pray every day, every day: Holy Spirit may my heart be 

open to the Word of God, may my heart be open to good,  

may my heart be open to the beauty of God, every day".  

Pope Francis 

 

 

 

 

"Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the kind fire who does not cease to burn, 

Consuming us with flames of love and peace, 

Driving us out like sparks to set the world on fire. 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 
In the love of friends you are building a new house, 
Heaven is with us when you are with us. 
You are singing your songs in the hearts of the poor 
Guide us, wound us, heal us. Bring us to the Father.”  

James K Baxter 



It’s Great to be Back At St Brigid’s School! 

 
At St Brigid’s School students have returned from 

Distance Learning and what they missed the 

most was working with other people. These 

photos share how students really enjoy 

learning with and from each other. Kiarna, a 

6 year old student said, “I am happy to be 

back because I love my classroom, my 

friends and my teacher. It is fun to learn!.”  

 

At St Brigid’s School the importance of well-

being is key to learning so we are exploring 

ways to help staff and students look after 

their well-being in many ways. We are loving 

being part of our classes at school and 

having time to play with friends is awesome.  

We are still keeping our distance and 

practising safe hygiene practises though. 

We thank St Brigid’s School Staff and 

Parents who did such a wonderful job 

guiding their children through interesting 

times. 

      

    Fiona Kearns 

St Mary’s College Open Day Tuesday 30 June 

For more information see the St Mary's College Website:stmw.school.nz.  Enrolments 
are open for more information email: office@stmw.school.nz.  

http://stmw.school.nz/
mailto:office@stmw.school.nz


For Mass Online  go to: 
https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times  
 
Click on this link and it will take you to the Archdiocese's Youtube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/c/MCSHWellington? 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook Group—St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish  

MASS INTENTIONS 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
All those who are suffering financially and anyone who is sick at this 
time . 

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 
 

MASS TIMES 
 

Tues:   No Service  (Open for prayer 9-3) 
Wed:  11am Mass    
Thurs: No Service  (Open for prayer 9-3) 
Friday: No Service  (Open for prayer 9-3) 

Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace all the hardships 

of the present time, abandoning for a moment our eagerness for power and 
possessions in order to make room for the creativity that only the Spirit is 

capable of inspiring. 
Pope Francis: Extraordinary moment of prayer, 27 March 2020 

Most magazine-style Catholic media may be unable to produce their usual  

printed editions until Covid-19 restrictions are reduced further. This  
may require the ability of churches to reopen so wide distribution can  

resume until then you can access all Catholic Media here 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?

fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw 

https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200327_omelia-epidemia.html
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/catholic-media-online/?fbclid=IwAR12ZA4S858k1IczsS1is4yWJMsnbIPa6BwoP1USjzH_jX2PfxFABwp0QYw

