
Body & Blood of Christ 14 June 2020 

Readings: Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14-16; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6: 51-58 

Not a Church that goes to church, but a Church that goes to everyone…  

 

Dear Parishioners 

This extract from a letter written by an Italian bishop to his parishioners when his 

Diocese re-opened after lockdown, is really worth a read and some 

reflection.  Bishop Derio Olivero’s message is relevant to us this week.  (Bishop Derio 

was sick with Covid19 but has recovered)   

 

“… Now, I would like to say a word to believers. Going back to celebrating Mass is 

not enough for us to think we have solved everything. This time is not a period we 

should try to forget! We must not go back to the Church the way it was. Either we 

start changing the Church now or it will stay the same for the next 20 years. Please 

listen carefully to what this time of pandemic is whispering to us and what Pope 

Francis tells us so wonderfully. Do you remember what we were saying in our 

meetings at the end of February (just before the lockdown started)? Every meeting 

we would complain that people don’t come to Mass any more, children in catechism 

don’t come, young people don’t come. Do you remember? And now we think we are 

going to solve everything by starting celebrating Mass again? I believe in the 

importance of the Mass. When I celebrate the Mass, I “immerse” myself, I put my 

heart into it, I am born again. I know it is the “source and summit” of the life of the 

believer. 

 

But I am telling you clearly that I no longer want a Church that just tells you what to 

do, what to believe and what to celebrate, but forgets to take care of relationships, 

inside and outside. We need to rediscover the beauty of relationships inside the 

church, among catechists, church workers, volunteers, practicing Catholics. We need 

to make the parish a place people want to come to, where you can say, “This feels 

like a community, it’s good to be here!” 

 

And on the outside, with those who do not attend Church or just come along for 

baptisms and funerals. I dream of Christians who love non-practicing Catholics, 

agnostics, atheists, believers of other denominations and religions. This is the true 

Christian. I dream of Christians who don’t think of themselves as Christians because 

they go to Mass every Sunday (though this is an excellent thing to do), but 

Christians who nurture their own spirituality with moments of reflection on the Word, 

with times of silence, moments of wonder in front of the beauty of the mountains or 



This leads us to reflect on bringing our vision to life 

The Vision for the Parish of St Francis of Assisi Ohariu was woven from many strands 

of consultation, discernment and prayer. 
 

"We envisage a parish that is 

strong in its faith and commitment to follow Christ, strong in its sense of community, 

welcoming, culturally diverse and culturally safe, inclusive and hospitable to all 

people, and willing to be actively and effectively engaged  in bringing about a more 

just and equitable society where the intrinsic dignity of all people is reflected in its 

ecclesiastical, social and political structures and practices”. 
 

And so, today is a chance to reflect on how this Vision gave guidance to our actions 

through some of that darkest days of the Covid-19 Lockdown. 

The Prayer Tree gave us shelter. Our Marist Fathers held us up to our GOD in their 

daily Mass intentions. 

We prayed together in on-line weekly liturgies over Holy Week, Easter and into 

Pentecost, we broke the Word of God by ourselves or with our bubble buddies, we 

shared the broken Eucharist in our Little Churches. 

When we sent out Resources for growth and prayer to you from the World Wide 

Web the reply emails of support and gratitude were appreciated and often moving. 

Participation in Anzac Day was encouraged with two Videos, one for children and 

one for adults calling for Commemoration and inviting parishioners to join the Dawn 

Remembrance at their gates. 

Our Youth Ministry Team produced videos of the Children of the Parish particularly 

those whose Reconciliation Programme was disrupted. 

We are grateful to the Government Wage Subsidy for supporting our finances 

affected by less Gift Giving being collected.  Thanks to those who embraced 

a flower, moments of prayer in the family, an offer of coffee made with kindness. 

Christians who are not “devout” (in an individualistic, private, abstract, ideological 

way) but believers who believe in God in order to nourish their own lives and to help 

them believe in life, whatever comes their way.  

 

Not communities that are closed in on themselves and their own organization, but 

communities that are open, humble, full of hope; communities infectious with passion 

and trust. Not a Church that goes to church, but a Church that goes to everyone. Full 

of enthusiasm, passion, hope, love. Believers like this will regain their desire to go to 

church. To go to Mass, to be fed. Otherwise we will continue to waste the nourishing 

food of the Eucharist. Woe betide anyone who wastes their daily bread (our 

grandparents used to say). Woe betide anyone who wastes the “food” of the 

Eucharist. It is only with this hunger that we will be able to rediscover how fortunate 

we are to have the Mass. This is the only way to rediscover the desire to become a gift 

to others, for good of all...." 

(From foodforfaith.org) 

http://foodforfaith.org


Our Parish in Level 1 
 

For the next 6 weeks Masses in our Parish will be as follows: 

Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass St Andrews 

Sunday 9am Mass St Benedict’s 

Sunday 10.30am Mass St Peter & Paul’s 
 

With the exception of the Feast of Sts Peter & Paul where Masses 

will be 

Saturday 27 June 5pm Vigil Mass at St Peter & Pauls 

Sunday 28 June Combined Mass 10.30am at St Andrews 
 

Automatic Payments; to those who dropped off their weekly envelops on their walks; 

to those generous, anonymous donors who poked cash under our doors. Thanks also 

to the Youth team who delivered the receipts to parish letter boxes. To you all  - 

thanks. 

SS Peter & Paul’s Hall was transformed into a Food Bank through collaboration with 

SVdP, Challenge, The Council and the Parish; from our Church the hungry were fed 

and supported in their most challenging time. 

We are grateful to the Council for supporting with donations for power and running 

costs; to local businesses and neighbours and parishioners who donated food and 

goods; to those who preserved, pickled, conserved and jammed beetroot making it  a 

sought after food. 

The sick and lonely were visited, and those who mourned given comfort albeit 

virtually some of the time. 

Then we welcomed people back to the Churches with the hospitability and care 

required under the Government restrictions safely, because of the hands of 

volunteers who cleaned and sanitized and reclined and sanitised. Thank you. 
 

If our Parish Vision is to mean anything it is a guide our actions.  We are grateful to 

you for living it out in so many ways. Long may it continue from Covid-19 and 

beyond.         Leadership Formation Team 

Parish Mass of Thanksgiving 
 

On the weekend of the Feast of St’s Peter & Paul we will gather as a Parish on 
Sunday 28th June at St Andrew’s at 10.30am for a Mass in which we can 

reconnect, give thanks and give support to those who are suffering as a result of the 

Covid-19 Shutdown. 
There will only one other Parish Mass – a Vigil mass as St’s Peter & Paul’s at 5pm 

Saturday 27th June.    



Refugee and Migrant Sunday - our help is still needed 
 

For the last 4+ years, Ohariu parish has wonderfully supported many refugee families 

to resettle in Wellington. Although the pandemic has kept international borders 

closed, New Zealand is expecting over 1500 people when those borders do open. 

Your funding donations will make all the difference when individuals and families are 

earmarked for Wellington and we can set up some of those new homes. If you can 

donate, details are below.  As always, your prayers are so important.  

Our deepest thanks from the parish refugee resettlement team. 

BNZ 02-0524-0203642-00 include your name or planned giving number and the word 

refugee as a reference 

Sacramental Programme 
 

St Benedict’s Khandallah 

First Reconciliation for the children resumes today 

The children’s session will be Sunday 14th of June at 10.15am St 

Benedict’s Church 

The Reconciliation Ceremony will be Tuesday 23 June at 7pm at 

St Benedict’s Church. Contact Mike or Clare at mike-clare@xtra.co.nz 
 

St Peter & Paul’s & St Andrew’s 

14th June : The second Reconciliation Recap video will be sent out to all parents to 
show their children. You should have already received one last week so please let us 

know if you haven’t. 
21st June: Meeting for children 2pm at St Peter and Pauls Church  

28th June: 2nd Meeting/ Practise 2pm at St Peter and Pauls Church for children. 

Parents join at 3pm  
4th July: 1st Reconciliation 2pm at SS Peters & Pauls.  

We will also be in contact with you all as there may be opportunities after school to 
also catch up with children who may not feel quite ready for the sacrament of 

reconciliation. 

Please contact either Sio or Kitty on 021 491459 if you need additional information. 

Recent guidelines from the Bishops for our liturgical practices remain in place for the 

meantime:  
 

Holy Communion - The faithful are to receive Holy Communion in the hand only, 

and not from the chalice. These practices are not in keeping with present hygiene 

advice.  
 

Sign of Peace - The exchange of peace can be by spoken word, by a gesture such as 

bowing, or by a pause for silent prayer for peace. At this stage people should not feel 

obliged to shake hands.  
 

Holy Water Fonts - are to remain without Holy Water.  
 

These guidelines will be re-evaluated as further health advice is given, or in one 

month’s time.  



What is the future of Little Churches? 

 
A huge thank you to those who supported our Little 
Church Project. This week there will be no Live Stream 
mass and you are encouraged, if you are confident, to 

return to the Big Churches to celebrate the Feast of the 
Body & Blood of Christ. 
 

The Leadership Formation Team have been asked by 
many  

 
Little Churches was never just a “rescue plan”. Little Churches may have a been a 

response to a specific need, but it may also be an opportunity for a new model in 

our Parish. We would like them to be not only centers of formation and growth but 
truly Little Church. 

 
These groups can be the Church in microcosm.  

 

Initially people joined a Little Church to participate in Liturgy and to share in the 
one broken bread as one body.  You each experienced the Sacrament of the 

Eucharist in all its aspects; the bread as the sign of the healing and sustaining body 
of Christ and also, by sharing in the communion, you were a living sign of the Body 

of Christ.   
 

So, to the answer What is the Future for Little Churches it is worth exploring, 

what does it mean to Be Catholic? 
 

Being Catholic is more than merely attending “Church” weekly, it is more that 
participating in the Sacrament.  

 

The proposal is: Can the Little Churches become true microcosms of Church in all 
its aspects? 

 
Prayer & Spirituality 

Mission & Outreach  

Social Justice 
Faith Formation  

 
Each Little Church will be encouraged to reach out to Be Church in their 

neighbourhood.  
 

A  meeting will be called in the near future to discuss this Proposal and in the 

meantime we would welcome your prayers and thoughts.  



St Mary’s College Open Day Tuesday 30 June 

St Mary's College  is holding tours for prospective families on  Tuesday 30 June. There 

will be three time slots offered 11.30 am, 2pm, 4pm.  The tours will be one hour with a 

maximum of 100.  Whānau will be divided into small tour groups of 10 people each, 

with a maximum of three per whānau.  Whānau will be required to register 

using schoolinterviews.co.nz. the booking code is 3te25.  For more information see the 

St Mary's College Website:stmw.school.nz.  Enrolments are open for more information 

email: office@stmw.school.nz.  

2020 Open Day at St Patrick’s College WELLINGTON 
 

Open Day is a chance for parents of Year 8 students to visit our College and learn 

about the opportunities and experiences that we offer across Years 9-13.  Due to the 

100 person gathering limit we have changed our Open Day format this year from one 

large gathering to a number of smaller groups who will meet our Rector and receive 

a tour of the College.  To attend an Open Day1 hour tour of the College, bookings 

are essential.  For COVID-19 contract tracing purposes we will require your contact 

details when you make your booking. 

How to Book a College Tour: Please make a booking by phoning the College on 

939 3070 and advising which of the six tour options you would prefer: 

Tuesday 16 June 11.30am–12.30pm OR 12.30pm–1.30pm 

Thursday 18 June 11.30am–12.30pm OR 12.30pm–1.30pm 

Friday 19 June 11.30am–12.30pm OR 12.30pm–1.30pm 

Joshua is on again. Come and enjoy fellowship with other men and share your 

Lockdown stories on Thursday 18th June 2020 at 7:30pm (Note: fellowship from 

7:00pm for 7:30pm start) In CONNOLLY HALL, Guildford Terrace, Thorndon (behind 

the closed Sacred Heart Cathedral). Want to know more? Ring Steve Ready 027-356-

9555 or email: joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 

Monday Marian Mothers' meeting 

The Monday Marian Mothers' meeting for June will be held 

at  261 Middleton Road, Glenside (Churton Park) from 10.00am  - 

12pm on Monday 15th June. We've been in unusual times these 

past few months, so you are very warmly invited to this 

supportive group. The mums say prayers and chat and the little 

ones play.  

 If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie on 479 

2307. Come along this month and give it a go!  

http://stmw.school.nz/
mailto:office@stmw.school.nz
mailto:joshua.wgtn@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish App 

To further our communication, the Parish has signed 
up for a month’s trial of 'ChurchAppsNZ', which is 

already in use by many Parishes and Schools. Due to 
the Lockdown, we have been granted another month's 

free trial. As come into Level 1 we will really test its 

value to our Communication staying in contact with 
our Parishioners, providing updates, liturgical guides 

and prayer resources. You can access the app 
download here  

News from the foodbank 
 

As you know during the Covid 

-19 the Leadership 

Team,  parishioners, the St 

Vincent de Paul Society, 

Challenge 2000 and other 

groups joined together to 

provide a Food bank. As a 

parish we are committed to 

caring for others and so our 

parish community will continue 

to provide food as long 

as there is a need.  

As a parishioner said on 

Wednesday: “ we have always 

done this”.  

We are currently working out how best to use our spaces. This may mean that we will 

continue to share facilities.  If anyone would like to help, donate or receive food 

please contact the parish office, one of the Leadership team or Sr Marie at Challenge 

2000. 

As we enjoy our new freedom in Alert Level 1, 

including being able to gather again, other parts of the 

world are still struggling with the illness, deaths and 

restrictions of COVID-19. With Pope Francis we can 

remember them, and we must accompany those in 

Aotearoa who are suffering as a result of changed 

economic circumstances brought on by the pandemic. It is hard to rejoice about Level 

1 when you have just lost your job, your business, your income. 

https://thepopevideo.org/  

https://stfrancisohariu.churchapps.co.nz/install/


Mass times 20/21 June  
Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass St Andrews 

Sunday 9am Mass St Benedict’s 
Sunday 10.30am Mass St Peter & Paul’s 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook Group—St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish  

MASS INTENTIONS 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
Bishop Basil Meeking RIP 
Brian Mahony—Anniversary 

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 
 

 

Tues:   9am Liturgy 
Wed:   11am Mass    
Thurs:  9am Liturgy 
Friday: 9am Liturgy  

The Eucharist is not a sacrament “for me”; it is the sacrament of the many, who form 

one body, God’s holy and faithful people… The Eucharist is the sacrament of 
unity.  Whoever receives it cannot fail to be a builder of unity, because building unity 

has become part of his or her “spiritual DNA”. 
Pope Francis, Feast of Corpus Christi 2017   

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

 

Mon:      9am Liturgy 
Tues:     9am Liturgy     
Thurs:    9am Liturgy 
Friday:    9am Liturgy 
Saturday 9am Liturgy 


