
12th Sunday Ordinary Time 21 June 2020 

Readings: Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14-16; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6: 51-58 

Sunday 21st June marks the Day of Prayer for  

Refugees and Migrants. 
 

The theme, “Where is your brother or sister?”, was taken from Pope Francis’ 

Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium where he speaks of his distress about the 

various forms of human trafficking. He quotes the book of Genesis and challenges us 

not to look the other way but to recognize our migrant brothers and sisters who are 

experiencing exploitation. Migrants and refugees are part of our community, but they 

may not always be seen or heard. 

This theme is particularly topical given the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, as 

migrant communities are among the most vulnerable impacted by the pandemic. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic affecting the economy worldwide, here in New 

Zealand, the government has been quick to offer emergency benefits to New 

Zealanders – however one big chunk of the workforce who are missing out are 

migrant workers. 

In New Zealand, about one in ten of the workforce is an overseas worker on a 

temporary visa1 . With fragile visa situations, unfamiliarity with the culture and 

language, and the pressure to financially provide for family back in their homeland, 

losing their job or their 

income makes them the 

most vulnerable for 

worker exploitation. Even 

prior to the COVID-19 

pandemic, migrant worker 

exploitation had been a 

serious problem that even 

the government had 

acknowledged by holding 

a review. 

 

 

“Where is your brother and Sister?” 

At this weekend’s Masses we are told the story behind the headlines by Zyrille 

Manzano who came to Wellington on a Sponsorship Visa – his employer, the Grand 



These are difficult times. If you find yourself or know of anyone who is in special 

need of support, be it financial, behind in payments, without employment or struggling 

within a family please let us know. We are brothers and sisters. It is part of our Parish 

Mercure Hotel has gone into hibernation and is now closed. As a migrant on a 

Sponsorship Visa there are restrictions around him finding future employment. 

On a recent Sunday Zyrille attended Mass at St Gerard’s and there a member of the 

Community, Chuah Hui Ling approached him because he was a stranger and she 

was called to reach out. Her reflection follows - 

 

It was just another Sunday, the only difference was the church just re-opened a week 

ago after a long lockdown because of the pandemic. That Sunday was a celebration of 

Corpus Christi Feast, as usual I was looking forward to see new faces in my Parish. 

(actually, it is not a parish, it is much more of a community). I always hope the Church 

is full of children of GOD, to see His chosen ones to come back to worship Him, to 

praise Him, to seek His face, and to pray to Him.  

My Parish always makes an announcement after the end of the mass. We will ask the 

parishioners to raise their hands if it’s their first time here and we will welcome and 

invite them to join the fellowship with the rest of group as we would like to get to 

know them, because everyone matters.  

That Sunday after the mass,  everyone was busy catching up after such a long 

lockdown, and some were talking to the new comers, but I saw a young man just 

about to leave quietly, so I approached him, because I wanted him to feel he is part of 

the community. I always like having conversations with anyone, nobody is 

insignificant, and we belong to one another. 

I like talking to strangers, welcome them with good intention. I want to let them know 

they are most welcome in the church and to be part of our big family in Christ.   

I am a Lay Missionary under St Columban’s Mission Society. And I believe this is a 

calling, a purpose specifically designed by God for me to fulfill.  

Pope Francis once said, we must reach out. Faith without action is dead, so I do what 

I can to please the LORD. As the Lord says,  extend hospitality to strangers (Romans 

12:13), the alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you 

shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt (Leviticus 

19:34); in 3 John 1:5 “Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the 

brothers and sisters, even though they are strangers to you.”  

What I have been doing is quite simple – I pass on the love I have received from the 

good Lord and try to make the world a better place by showing the love of GOD.  I 

always want to be faithful to GOD and do what he says to my fellows.  

Chuah Hui Ling – Lay Missionary under St Columban’s Mission Society  



Refugee and Migrant Sunday - our help is still needed 

For the last 4+ years, Ohariu parish has generously supported more than 20 refugee 

families to resettle in Wellington. The most recent refugee we assisted was a single 

male who arrived in Wellington last week. 

 

While the government supply bedding and other lounge furniture, all other household 

requirements, from a microwave and vacuum cleaner to cutlery and plates, come 

from voluntary donations. Your funding donations are essential to enable us to 

continue setting up new homes.  

If you can donate, details are below. As always, your prayers are important. 

Deepest thanks from the parish refugee resettlement team.  

 

BNZ 02-0524-0203642-00 (St Francis of Assisi Ohariu) include your name or 

planned giving number and the word “refugee” as a reference 

For the next 5 weeks Masses in our Parish will be as follows: 

Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass St Andrews 

Sunday 9am Mass St Benedict’s 

Sunday 10.30am Mass St Peter & Paul’s 
 

With the exception of the Feast of Sts Peter & Paul where Masses 

will be  Saturday 27 June 5pm Vigil Mass at St Peter & 

Pauls 

Sunday 28 June Combined Mass 10.30am at St Andrews 
 

After that there will be a reassessment of our needs 
 

Parish Mass of Thanksgiving 
 

On the weekend of the Feast of St’s Peter & Paul we will gather as a Parish on 
Sunday 28th June at St Andrew’s at 10.30am for a Mass in which we can reconnect, 

give thanks and give support to those who are suffering as a result of the Covid-19 

Shutdown. Please bring a plate 
There will only one other Parish Mass – a Vigil mass as St’s Peter & Paul’s at 5pm 

Saturday 27th June.   

Vision to help. Call Kitty 021491459 or email ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz and we will 

get back to you. 

We continue our Distribution of food and supplies to those in need.  

While we still have a witness from the Church Hall we are also work from the 

Garages of Ss Peter & Pauls and Challenge 2000. 
 

And our new initiative - the Lunchtime Winter Solace. You are invited to a Lunch 

& Chat every Tuesday from 12.30pm – 2pm in the Ss Peter & Paul’s Hall.  Hot Meal 

and warm company – both free. All welcome. 



Sacramental Programme 
 

St Benedict’s Khandallah 
 

The Reconciliation Ceremony will be Wednesday 24 June at 7pm 

at St Benedict’s Church. Contact Mike or Clare at mike-

clare@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

The children 

display their 

Reconciliation 

Banner at Mass 

last Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St Peter & Paul’s & St 

Andrew’s 
 

21st June: Meeting for 

children 2pm at St Peter 

and Pauls Church  

28th June: 2nd Meeting/ 

Practise 2pm at St Peter 

and Pauls Church for 

children. Parents join at 

3pm  

4th July: 1st 

Reconciliation 2pm at SS 

Peters & Pauls.  

We will also be in contact with you all as there may be opportunities after school to 

also catch up with children who may not feel quite ready for the sacrament of 

reconciliation. 

Please contact either Sio or Kitty on 021 491459 if you need additional information. 



Congratulations, Fr Eddie Condra, 50 

years a priest. 

Those who shared in Fr Eddie’s ‘Dream Mass’ 

on the occasion of his golden jubilee, will 

know how he creates a sacred space in 

which we are inspired to reflect and give 

thanks. His 50th anniversary mass was not a 

one-off event: every month, Eddie celebrates 

what he calls a ‘Mass for Alternative 

Thinkers’ because it does not follow the 

usual format. Eddie hopes this will be a way 

for people to move forward into a new 

church. 

The next Mass for Alternative Thinkers will be held at the Marist-Challenge Chapel, 1 

Wanaka Street, Johnsonville on Sunday 28 June at 4pm. All who are willing to 

embrace a new way of worship are most welcome to attend. Any enquiries, please 

phone Helen 027 4243365 or email newchurchdreaming@gmail.com  

  

What is the Future for Little Churches? 
 

Little Churches may also be an opportunity for a new model in our Parish. We 

would like them to be not only centres of formation and growth but truly Little 
Church. 
 

These group have the potential to be the Church in microcosm.  Being Catholic is 

more than merely attending “Church” weekly, it is more that participating in the 
Sacrament.  
 

Sunday 5th July after 10.30am Mass at SS Peter & Paul’s you are invited to 

a meeting of all the Little Church Participants and anyone who is interested in 

making these little groups true microcosms of Church in 
all its aspects. 
 

 Prayer & Spirituality 

 Mission & Outreach 

 Social Justice 

 Faith Formation 
 

Each Little Church will be encouraged to reach out to Be 
Church in their neighbourhood. If you would like any 

more information email tim.gordon@stfrancisohariu.nz 



Recent guidelines from the Bishops 
 

 for our liturgical practices remain in place for the meantime:  
 

Holy Communion - The faithful are to receive Holy Communion in the hand only, 

and not from the chalice. These practices are not in keeping with present hygiene 
advice.  

 
Sign of Peace - The exchange of peace can be by spoken word, by a gesture such as 

bowing, or by a pause for silent prayer for peace. At this stage people should not feel 

obliged to shake hands.  
 

Holy Water Fonts - are to remain without Holy Water.  
 

These guidelines will be re-evaluated as further health advice is given, or in one 
month’s time.  

Mass is Back and our Families Flocked to Church! 

 

Thanks for a lovely welcome at Mass on Sunday and thank you to Fr Pete for a 

great homily message - your message about how we live our lives and connect with 

the wider world certainly resonated with the congregation.  



Holy Hour 

You are invited to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 23 June beginning at 7.30 pm in the 

Cathedral chapel to pray for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life.  This 

Holy Hour will include prayers, Scripture, singing, times of silence and conclude with 

Benediction followed by supper. 

Last Thursday, June 11th, was the Feast of the Apostle 

Barnabas. The first Scripture reading that day was 

from the Acts of the Apostles. Part of the Reading 

said: “The Church in Jerusalem heard about this and 

they sent Barnabas to Antioch. There he could see for 

himself that God had given grace, and this pleased 

him, …“ (Acts 11: 22-24)  

For some reason that day these words appealed to me and I began to reflect on them. 

I asked myself that if I approached different situations and different people would it 

make a difference if I tried to see where God has given grace? Could I look and try to 

see the positive and realise that God is already there at work? Would this help me to 

be pleased about this? It seemed to me to be energising to think that I could see that 

God’s grace is at work, and I can be pleased with this.  

The actions and attitude of Barnabas became a valuable lesson for me. I have known 

for a long time that it is al-ways my responsibility to try to change things in our world. 

I know that I cannot sit back and expect everyone else to change. I also know 

however that we can support and encourage one another. Therefore, I share the 

above thoughts this week. If we could all look and see that God has given his grace 

there will be more peace and harmony in our world. When we see God’s grace at work 

in all people, regardless of colour, religion, age status, then maybe we, like Barnabas, 

will be pleased, not at what we have done, but what God’s grace is doing. The more 

pleased we are the more grateful we will be.  

With every blessing   Naku noa  

+ John  

Engaged Encounter is a weekend experience for couples intending to be 

married. 
 

Remaining weekends for 2020 are  18 & 19 July and 14 & 15 November. 

Venue is Otari Parish presbytery, 301 Karori Road, Karori, Wellington. 

Registrations close 2 weeks before.  
 

For more details go to the website http://www.cee-wellington.co.nz/  Phone  Kate 

and Simon Olson. 04 801 6192 or email  simonolsen@gmail.com  

http://www.cee-wellington.co.nz/
mailto:simonolsen@gmail.com


Mass times 27/28 June  
Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass St Peter & Pauls 

Sunday 10.30am Mass St Andrews 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook Group—St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish  

MASS INTENTIONS 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
Fr Michael O’Dea, Hilda Foo—RIP 
Antonio Moreno Jr, Wendy Collier—Anniversary 

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 
 

 

Tues:   9am Liturgy 
Wed:   11am Mass (Sr Cyprians birthday) 
Thurs:  9am Liturgy 
Friday: 9am Liturgy  

In today’s world, messages multiply but the practice of listening is being lost. Yet it is 

only through humble and attentive listening that we can truly be reconciled. In 2020, 
silence has reigned for weeks in our streets. A dramatic and troubling silence, but one 

that has given us the opportunity to listen to the plea of the vulnerable, the displaced 
and our seriously ill planet. 

Pope Francis: Message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2020  

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

 

Mon:      9am Liturgy 
Tues:     9am Liturgy     
Thurs:    9am Liturgy 
Friday:    9am Liturgy 
Saturday 9am Liturgy 


