
17th Sunday Ordinary Time 26 July 2020 Year A 

Readings: 1 Kings 3:5,7-12 ; Romans 8:28-30 ; Matthew 13:44-52  

To realise the Pope’s vision, it all comes down to the parish 

An article by Fr Jeffery Kirby’s commenting on Pope Francis’ call for the 
Church to be a family and not a private club, a garden rather than a museum, 
and a field hospital in the midst of the human family  is worth a read and it 
has prompted my reflections today. (see below for reference)  

In the article Kirby highlights Pope Francis’ challenge as an invigorating 

invitation to renewal and re-direction. 
It is pointed out the word “parish” comes from a Greek word which is loosely 

translated as “colony.” As such, the parish is expected to be a colony of God’s 
kingdom and its life should reflect God’s love, acceptance, mercy and peace.  

There is a lot of work involved in taking care of a parish. Those practical task 
stretch our Parish’s human and financial resources (in last week’s newsletter a 

few of the tasks were mentioned and volunteers called for.  Believe me, there 

are still plenty of places available) and yet, more is needed if we are to hear 
the call to be fishers of people and move to outreach and service.  

 
Kirby puts like this: “Will the parish community be just a maintenance shop or 
will it become a mission centre? In order to have the energy and strength to 
be a mission centre, the parish will need members who are intentional in their 
discipleship, a delegation among ministries, prophetic vision among the 
pastoral leadership, and a communally shared understanding and acceptance 
of the parish’s mission.” 

 
For most of us this Parish is the Church.  We are a community of 

communities and not everyone may know what each is doing. Let us take a 

moment to reflect on our Mission to outreach and serve.  
There is a focus on adult faith formation with our sessions in Advent and  

seminars on St Francis during Lent, our vibrant Caritas Lenten groups, 
attending Taize prayer or retreats, our Youth Ministers attending Conferences, 

our Treaty of Waitangi Liturgies, our unique model of Little Churches, our 

launching of the Preacher’s Programme under the guidance of Fr Jim Lyons 
and our meetings on Safeguarding and preventing sexual abuse and power 

abuse in our community. 
Our sacramental programmes for children are becoming a real outreach of love 

and service for the children and their families, which continued over the 

lockdown with the Youth teams videos.  



We have a proud tradition of social outreach and the works of mercy; visiting 

the sick as usual plus the creation and assistance of a Covid food bank, we 
housed two Colombian Refugee families last year - supported by both 

Challenge and parishioners, and just this month another one family is 
supported in our Newland’s House. 

Since Covid, Free lunches are provided on a Tuesday for anyone who wants to 

be nourished by food and company, we organised and prayed special liturgies 
in solidarity with the Muslim community, we work hard on creative 

Refugee and Migrant masses, on Social Justice Week with service 
opportunities for youth. The Johnsonville Church is open every 

day and warmly welcomes our culturally diverse communities, from which a 
number assisted and supported a widow after her husband’s suicide - 

arranging the funeral and providing on-going support – the widow now 

volunteers in our Parish reaching out to others from the Malaysian 
Community.  

Parishioners work tirelessly on preferential and compassionate outreach 
through SVDP, the Salvation Army, CAB, Catholic Social Services, CARITAS, on 

the Earthquake local preparedness committee and getting involved in local 

politics. We continue to provide volunteers who work in the Johnsonville 
Ecumenical Op Shop. 

We are engaged with other churches. We are found in the Right to Life 
movements, the Canterbury University used our facilities, and currently we are 

negotiating with a Samoan church over the use of Newlands church, we have 
trainers and trainees in the Seasons for Growth, Fr Pete ministers to the Mana 

bus drivers. We welcome and accept divorced and remarried.  Fr Eddie leads 

the Mass for Alternative Thinkers, attended by many who feel on the edge. 
Our prayers/readings include positive, inclusive messaging about the Rainbow 

Community and those who have been alienated from our church.  
We intentionally invited and adapted the Johnsonville – Newlands sacramental 

programme to support children with differing needs, Challenge 2000 and St 

Brigid’s are working together on a project that supports children with Post -
Covid worries. Challenge 2000 reaches out to many unchurched and struggling 

in our community and is well supported by many parishioners.  
As a Parish we have accepted the invitation of and begun to reach out and 

fulfil the vision hoped for and preached by Pope Francis.  

So be proud of St Francis of Assisi Parish as we live as a Mission centre and 
PLEASE pray and discern what YOU can do to build our parish as a field 

hospital, a flourishing garden and a welcoming loving family.  
In his article, Kirby concludes with a challenge to us all:  

 “If accepted and lived in the parish, it will be the vision that allows the 
Church to be a credible witness of truth, beauty, and goodness in our world 
today.” 

- Tim Gordon and Kitty McKinley  
TO READ THE FULL ARTICLE https://cruxnow.com/commentary/2016/08/realize-

popes-vision-comes-parish/ 

https://cruxnow.com/commentary/2016/08/realize-popes-vision-comes-parish/
https://cruxnow.com/commentary/2016/08/realize-popes-vision-comes-parish/


Are you aged between 15-30 and would love to lend a helping hand? 

The youth ministry team would love your help with 
some upcoming events we have happening in the 

parish!  Social Justice week youth mass, St Francis 
of Assisi feast day just to name a few! We will also 

be having some youth hangouts so keep an eye 

open for that!  
If you'd like to help please contact Sio on 021 081 60396.  

If you have a passion for food and love to cook we 

would love to hear from you!  
We are looking for some helpers for our Tuesday lunches at 

St Peters & Paul at 12pm.  
Perhaps you make an amazing curry, or a saucy stew or 

are handy in the kitchen - all levels of MasterChef are 

warmly welcome!  
If you'd like to help please contact Sio on 021 081 60396.  

The Leadership Formation Team received this invitation from Cardinal John 

and the Stewardship Team: 
 

“With our churches closed during lockdown, parishioners’ desire to feel connected to 
God and their church community became very evident. Although our churches have 

since reopened, the hunger for this deep connection remains. The ADW Stewardship 

Team sees this as an opportune time to find new ways to enable prayer, fellowship 
and mission in the Archdiocese. We know that parishes and many individuals found 

different and creative ways to respond and would love to hear some of your stories.  
We would also like to build on the hunger for prayer and fellowship by offering to 

train up key people in your parish in the spiritual practice of “Lectio Divina”, as a tool 
to bring small groups of parishioners together to grow in their life of faith and share 

that life with one another.  

 
Stewardship is about Intentional Discipleship, and this always starts with prayer and 

leads to action and mission. To this end, we invite six people from your parish who 
are available to to join us for an evening “Lectio Divina Experience” on Tuesday 18th 

August from 6pm – 8pm, starting with Soup and Rolls.  

 
The intention is for these people to then facilitate small prayer groups in your parish. 

Ongoing support will be made available.” 
  

If you wish to be considered as one of representatives please email 

tim.gordon@stfrancisohariu.nz  

mailto:tim.gordon@stfrancisohariu.nz


Couples for Christ Wellington would like to invite Christian couples to a spiritual 
journey through the Christian Life Program 
 

The Christian Life Program (CLP) is a series of meaningful talks touching on topics 

about living a spirit-filled Christian life. It is a program designed to deepen the 
understanding of our spirituality for a fuller experience of God’s love and blessings in 

our lives.  
Join us and learn more about this life-renewing program that has touched the lives 

of thousands of families and individuals worldwide. 

The CLP orientation and talks starts on 2nd of August 2020 (Sunday) 1.30 to 
4.30 PM at St. Bernadette's Church. 194 Naenae Road Lower Hutt. Refreshments 

will be served after.  

Children’s liturgy starts next week at SS Peter & Pauls 10.30 Mass 

 
ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT 10.30 MASS IN 

JOHNSONVILLE ON 2ND AUGUST. The Children’s liturgy 
programme FOLLOWS THE SUNDAY READINGS with an 

emphasis on church teachings, prayers and the layers of 

meaning in the Bible.  
 

The children will be called forward before the Liturgy of the Word and will return 
prior at The Offertory to share the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

The Onslow Catholic Women’s League invites all members to the next social 

meeting—a trip to St Benedict’s School, including morning tea and a tour of the 

school, on Tuesday 4 August from 10am-12noon. (Transport up the drive from 

NicholsonRd/Everest St to the school will be provided for those who wish.) We need 

to know numbers wishing to attend, so please contact Sam on 

sam@samsarthouse.co.nz or call 021 610804 or Margie m_crook_nz@yahoo.com by 

Friday 31 July. 

'Every month, Fr Eddie Condra celebrates what he terms a ‘Mass for Alternative 

Thinkers’ because it does not follow the usual format. Eddie hopes this will be a way 
for people to move forward into a new church. 

This month, Mass for Alternative Thinkers will be held at the Marist-Challenge 
Chapel, 1 Wanaka Street, Johnsonville on Sunday 26 July at 4pm. All who are 

willing to embrace a new way of worship are most welcome to attend and there will 

be a cup of tea to follow.  
Any enquiries, please phone Helen 027 4243365 or email 

newchurchdreaming@gmail.com ' 

Fr Kevin Head SM will be visiting St Andrew’s and St Benedict’s churches on the 

weekend of 1 and 2 August to offer subscriptions to the Marist Messenger. It 
costs $50 per year for 11 issues. Great value for money!  

No need to pay immediately. An account will be sent when any new subscriptions are 
processed.” 

mailto:newchurchdreaming@gmail.com


Open Invitation to Meeting Sunday 9th August to Gather for a Shared Meal 

after SS Peter & Paul’s 1030 Mass  - (you may wish to bring food to share). 
 

Then from 12.15pm – 1.45pm Tim Gordon will be hosting a forum to discuss how 
the parish can manage better Liturgical celebrations 

This is an opportunity to share ideas, support, encourage and resource each other as 
we plan for authentic and creative celebrations. 

Maybe you want to be part of a planning a group for a specific Feast Day or week 
that are an assigned focus by the Archdiocese.  Come on down. Maybe you want to 

join a more permanent group with an ongoing commitment to Weekly Sunday 

Masses. Come on down. Maybe you want to develop and produce unique expressions 

of communal prayer. Then come on down. 

The Coast to Coast Rosary for Life and Faith will be held this year on Saturday 

15th August at 3pm. Please help lead or join a group in your parish or 
community. For more information, please go to www.coasttocoastrosary.co.nz  or 

phone Clare 022 1912 886  

A Quiet Day with Suzanne Aubert: Thursday 13 August 10am to 2pm 
Venue:  Crombie Chapel at Our Lady’s Home of Compassion, 2 Rhine Street, Island 
Bay. A time for gentle reflection on insights from the life and works of Venerable 
Suzanne Aubert. 
A simple lunch is provided – or bring your own.  There is no fee, but a koha is greatly 
appreciated.   REGISTRATION REQUIRED – email sr.sue@compassion.org.nz 

Winter Film Screening: Gardening with Soul 

Join us for the feature length documentary following a year in the garden with 90-
year-old Sister Loyola Galvin. The film will be introduced by Sr Sue Cosgrove. The 

Cloister Café will be open for refreshments. Bookings are required – phone (04) 282 
1953 or email heritagecentre@compassion.org.nz. 

The next part of the Johnsonville- Newlands based sacramental programme 

begins on August 16th at 1pm in the Church hall at SS Peter and Pauls 
Johnsonville. 

The Children will then make their First Holy Communion on Sunday September 
20th at a Mass time to be advised. 

All parents and caregivers who had children involved in the 

First Reconciliation Programme will be e mailed these dates shortly. 
A full timetable will be provided the first week of Term III. 

For further info contact Kitty or Sio or email the parish office: 
ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz. 
 

The Holy Communion programme at St Benedict’s will be 

1st Children Group Session Sunday 16th Aug 10.15am  St Benedict’s Church 
2nd Children Group Session Sunday 30th Aug 10.15am St Benedict’s Church 

Holy Communion Ceremony Sunday 6th Sept  9am St Benedict’s Church. 

mailto:sr.sue@compassion.org.nz
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Like any home there are lots and lots of little jobs that need to happen 

for our parish to function. Every person is an essential part of our 
body and has a part to play. Please have a think about what you may 

be able to do to support and enrich our parish communities 
 

Extra hands Needed: 

There are many little jobs that need doing in our parish community on a  

 weekly,  

 monthly  

 quarterly  

and yearly basis 
 

Tasks: include for example: 

 SS Peter and Pauls Community: Opening up St Brigid's Car Park and putting 

chairs out for Sunday Mass and putting them away 

 St Benedict's Community: Writing Prayers of the Faithful and Praying them, 

 Making the Powerpoint when there is an Organist providing music 

 St Andrews Community: packing up and putting protective weather items in the 

church and writing and praying Prayers of the Faithful 

 Helping with the website content, Facebook and newsletter 

 Preparing Art work, lectern hangings,  

 making and hanging Church seasonal tapestries  

 helping with sacramental programmes 

 short term projects e.g. Parish Feast Day Mass October 4 2020 or Christmas /    

 Advent Liturgies 

 Helping with children's worship programmes 

 Turning heaters on and off 

 Being on call if Alarms go off in churches 

 Collecting other parishioners or priests if transport needed 

Featured Ministry of the Week: Welcome Ministry  

 
We believe that a warm welcome to our liturgies is important, for parishioners new 

and old. The ‘Greeter Minister’ is there to say hello and welcome. We are the Go-To 
Host/ess on any given Sunday who can answer questions and supply forms like 

Catholic Schools Preferential certificates, Baptism bookings, and New Parishioners 

enrolments.  
 

If given the opportunity we also visit those who are newly arrived in the parish.  This 
is a friendly, informal occasion when we introduce what is happening in our parish, 

and can remain a point of contact. If you’d like to join this Ministry, or are new to the 
Parish, please email tim.gordon@stfrancisohariu.nz 

mailto:tim.gordon@stfrancisohariu.nz


1st/2nd August 
Saturday 5pm 
St Andrews 

Sunday 9am St 
Bens 

Sunday 10.30am             
St Peter & Pauls 

17th Sunday Ordinary 
Time 

     

MUSIC Felicity Judith Shroff  Cesar 

GREETERS tba Terry Marks  Oni Villanueva  

   Judith Marks  Monika Sorensen  

1st PROCLAIMER tba Mary Byrne  Gloria Hettige  

2nd PROCLAIMER tba Ita Delahunty  Mary King  

PRAYERS OF THE 

FAITHFUL 
tba Rosalie Andrews  Gillian Laurenson  

OFFERTORY PROCESSION tba Volunteers  Ballesteros Family  

MINISTERS OF THE 

EUCHARIST 
tba Tess Lin  Ashwin Almeida  

  Etevise Kalolo  Rob King  

  Margaret Dunne   

   Steve Green   

  Keri Byrne   

ALTAR SERVERS tba 
Ben & Alicia 

Houston  
Anika Borthwick  

COLLECTORS tba Volunteers Martin Keene  

 
“The kingdom is here, it returns, it struggles to 
flourish anew. Christ’s resurrection everywhere 
calls forth seeds of that new world; even if they 

are cut back, they grow again, for the 
resurrection is already secretly woven into the 

fabric of this history.” 
 

Pope Francis: Evangelii Gaudium paragraph 278 

A big thank you to Pat Collier, our esteemed Organist, who is 

retiring from the Music Ministry. 

 

This week we will be having a thank you morning tea for Pat 

after 10.30am mass on Sunday 26th July at St Peter and 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be on the 15th August 2020. 

There will be a mass at 9am at St Benedict’s and 10.30am at St Peter and Paul’s.  



Mass times 1st/2nd August 
Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass St Andrews  

Sunday 10.30am Mass St Peter & Paul’s 
Sunday 9am St Benedicts 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.ohariu/  

MASS INTENTIONS 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
Melanie Lin (Sister of  parishioner Tess Lin, Wife of Tony Capretta and 
mother of Catherine Capretta aged 18 and Matthew Capretta aged 11). 
Mary McKeefry, Mary Mahony, Jaypee Orlando Pedro Jamie Estipona, Victoria 

Kingston (daughter of Jill & Ralph Kingston and ex teacher at St Ben’s school) —RIP 
Bill Smith, Bill Prior, Amelia Mejia Nazareno, Ted de Joux —RIP Anniversary 

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce,  
Johnsonville 

 

Tues:   9.15am Mass 
Wed:   11am Mass 
Thurs:  9am Liturgy 
Friday: 9am Mass 

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

Mon:      9am Liturgy 
    7pm Meditation 
Tues:     9.15am Liturgy     
Thurs:    9am Liturgy 
Friday:    9am Liturgy 
Saturday 9am Liturgy 

St Andrew’s Church  

29 Trebann St  
Newlands 

 

Friday:    6.30pm  
Divine Mercy in the Chapel 

Thank you 

I would like to thank all relatives and friends of the late Jimmy Stewart for their love 
and support during his long illness. Also, the Priests in our parish who offered masses 

for him and enabled him to be anointed and receive communion most days during 
‘lockdown’  and the many people who knew Jimmy and prayed for him, visited him 

and sent cards and flowers.  

Thanks also to the Wednesday Group who put on lovely morning tea and presented 
me with beautiful flowers after Jimmy’s Memorial Mass. Your kindness is very much 

appreciated.  
God Bless,  

Betty Stewart 


