
19th Sunday Ordinary Time 9 August 2020 Year A 

Readings: Kings 19:9,11-13 ; Romans 9:1-5 ; Matthew 14:22-33  

The North Western Hills of Ohariu is only one bus ride from my home in Island Bay 

on the South Coast. It is from the South that Wellington’s best and worst weather 

comes. From home I watch the grey clouds thicken from the horizon, silently 

approaching until the squalls sweep the roughening sea, swinging our little fishing 

fleet to face the wind as folds of rain veil the Orongorongos. 

Reading today’s Gospel, on a morning 

like this I can easily imagine the 

Apostles huddled in their boat, even the 

fishers among them becoming nervous, 

as the storm approaches. The Hebrew 

people recognised in the waters of the 

sea a symbol of the chaos from which 

creation sprang and were always a little 

mistrustful of the water but in the 

storm they were frightened.  

Fear can cripple us or trigger us to action. What good is it to tell a frightened person 

not to be afraid? That does not take away the fear if the perceived danger still exists. 

What allays the fear is the confidence we have in the person saying it;  that this 

person has experienced this before, that they are to be trusted; that this person 

knows that it will turn out all right.   

Wellington’s rare thunder and lightning storms used to frighten my boys and lying 

with them in the night, telling them not to be afraid they trusted me - if Dad says it’s 

OK then it will all be OK. 

And so, when Jesus says to the cowering Apostles “Courage! It is I! Do not be 

afraid”, the key to the phrase is “It is I”. It is not just anyone trying to rally them. It 

is Jesus the calmer of storms, the tamer of seas. It is Jesus the Son of God.   

Today’s Gospel calls us to courageously face the rollercoaster, to believe things will 

all work out in the end because we have the assurance of the Son of God. That is the 

leap of faith required as life tosses us from calm to storm to calm to storm …..  

Tim Gordon 



Pax Christi Aotearoa New Zealand invites you to remember the tragedy that is 

war, on this the 75th anniversary of the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima 
(August 6th) and Nagasaki (August 9th) in Japan 1945.   

We ask you to pray for the prohibition of all nuclear weapons 
and to pray for peace in the world. 

Thursday was also the Feast of the Transfiguration. I recently 

shared on our St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish Facebook 
Group a challenging sermon from the excellent Anglican 

Facebook page Liturgy. 
I recommend you read the homily/reflection connecting us praying and working for a 

Nuclear free world on the feast of the Transfiguration  
We who gather here are challenged with a choice. Do we declare to the world that 
Jesus is God’s beloved Son, that we follow him, we listen to him. We have with open 
eyes seen the symbols of the human heart: the mushroom cloud of power, control 
and hate, and the rough wooden cross of service, love and sacrifice. 
Which one do you choose?” 
https://liturgy.co.nz/transfiguration-peace-hiroshima-75-years-on?

fbclid=IwAR1ljkKHq0hjAAVMEpUrDlDyft2Zs6N1TFG1VEZUusO3C3gRovTzGVN5kro 

On Thursday the Johnsonville Kea 

Scouts, led by our own parishioner 
Stephanie visited Ss Peter and Paul’s 

Church. 
The group was hosted by Leadership 

team member Kitty McKinley and 

Heath Hutton, a parishioner who 
was also a Khandallah  Kea and 

Scout, a few years ago. 
The Keas were very interested in both 

the Crucified Jesus and the Risen 
Jesus above the altar. They also 

asked many questions about why its 

called Good Friday when it was a horrible day for Jesus and is Jesus with us 
today and can you see him? 

Heath explained that many of the Kea promises are also what Jesus wants for us all - 
to care, share, grow and love others. Heath showed the painting of Holy Thursday 

that hangs in the sacristy. The St Brigid’s students made some great comments about 

Jesus giving us his body and blood on Holy Thursday.  
They were shown the vestments, the chalice and host, the Baptismal font, the 

communion bells and the children’s bible. After lighting candles the children talked 
about how candles (or torches) are light in the darkness and can make you feel good 

if you are scared. We talked about how Jesus can be the light of the world if we live 
the way he does. 

To finish with we sang the National Anthem and prayed that we would all keep living 

Kea and Christian values. Each Kea also has a turn ringing the big bell as they left the 
church. A great evening was enjoyed by everyone. 

https://liturgy.co.nz/transfiguration-peace-hiroshima-75-years-on?fbclid=IwAR1ljkKHq0hjAAVMEpUrDlDyft2Zs6N1TFG1VEZUusO3C3gRovTzGVN5kro
https://liturgy.co.nz/transfiguration-peace-hiroshima-75-years-on?fbclid=IwAR1ljkKHq0hjAAVMEpUrDlDyft2Zs6N1TFG1VEZUusO3C3gRovTzGVN5kro


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start by doing what's 

necessary; then do what's 
possible; and suddenly 

you are doing the 
impossible. 

For it is in giving that we 
receive. 

All the darkness in the 
world cannot extinguish 

the light of a single 
candle.  

 
St Francis if Assisi  

Free Lunch every 

Tuesday at St Peter 
and Paul’s Hall!  

 
We’ve been having a 

lovely turn out to our 

weekly free lunches so 
far. Feel free to come 

along and enjoy in a warm 
meal with some good 

company. 
 

Date: Every Tuesday  

Time: 12.30pm - 2.00pm 
Venue: St Peter and Paul's 

Church Hall 

Onslow Women's Catholic League Visit St 
Benedict's School 

 

On Tuesday 4th August, we were both blessed and 
delighted to welcome the Onslow Women's Catholic 

League (OWCL) to our school. Many of the 20-strong 
in attendance continue to have strong ties with St. 

Benedict's School, either being a former student (and in 
one case, a founding student in 1952), a parent of 

either current or past students, and even grandparents 

of students at the school currently. It was a joyful trip 
down memory lane as stories of years gone by were 

retold and long-lost connections rekindled.  
 

For the enjoyment of the OWCL, our NZ Sign Language 

Group signed a song, while our Music Group also 
performed for our guests. I am grateful to our school's 

student leaders who welcomed, chaperoned, guided-
toured and spoke to the OWCL about their schooling 

experiences, learning and time at St Benedict's School.  

 
A big thank you to these wonderful parishioners,  along 

with upstanding OWCL members, Mrs Margaret Dunne 
and Mrs Sam Walker for helping to oversee the 

organisation of this week's wonderful experience. 
 

Michael Hinds (Principal, St Benedict’s School) 



Open Invitation to Meeting this Sunday (9th 

August) to gather for a shared meal after SS Peter & 
Paul’s 10.30am Mass - (you may wish to bring food to 

share).  
 

Then from 12.15pm – 1.45pm 

Tim Gordon will be hosting a 
forum to discuss how the parish 

can manage better Liturgical 
celebrations  

 

You are all invited to an 

Ecumenical Service at 
Malvina Major on 

Wednesday 12 August at 
2pm. 

 

It is a regular gathering 
and this week it is being 

led by the St Francis of 
Assisi Ohariu Parish. Come 

and pray together and 
celebrate our diversity. 

Have you received your 

planned giving 
envelopes? 

 
The new planned giving 

year started on the 3rd 

May 2020.  
If anyone still hasn’t 

received their planned 
giving envelopes please 

contact the office:  
 

ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz 

St Ben’s attendees:   

 
All our pyxes are out in 

the community (hopefully 
in good use).  If you’ve 

got one that you’re not 

currently using – could 
you please return it next 

time you’re at St Ben’s.  
 

–Tony de  Joux 

Leadership Formation Team News 
 
This month has already been a busy month: 

Peter and Ellen have been responding to many, many 
requests for support for children wishing to be 

enrolled in Catholic schools; Tim, Ellen and Graham 

have been carrying out the normal administrative and 
money duties; Anna, Paul and Kitty have been 

meeting with representatives of the Syro-Malabar rite 
and Samoan Church group about using our church 

spaces; Peter has been accompanying our wonderful 

members of the Baptism Ministry; John Kleinsman and 
Paul Betham have been working on Safeguarding 

matters; Kitty and Tim have been preparing for the 
First Communion programmes with Sio and Piki; 

Thomas, Anna and Kitty are working on selecting 
prospective new staff members; John Lawson has 

been working on the Parish Vision and supporting 

formation work; John Kleinsman has been working 
with Fr James Lyons to develop the Homiletics 

formation programme AND that’s not all!!  At the 
moment Pete is catching up on so many Baptisms we 

think we may be going to change his name to John 

the Baptist! 
We look forward to every parishioner becoming 

actively involved in our parish and community. Last 
week Father Jim Dooley pointed out at the 10.30am 

Mass in Johnsonville that Eucharist calls every one of 
us to contribute our the God given gifts. Then all will 

be fed. An inspiring message for the pilgrim people of 

St Francis of Ohariu. 



Ministry of the Week—

Baptism Ministry  

Some of the Baptism Team met 
on Thursday evening to plan for 

the many baptisms within our 

Parish over the next few 
months. It was a delightful 

evening. We are very grateful 
to Resty and Magney Sales, 

who have taken up the 

responsibility of co-ordinating 
our Baptismal Programme. With 

grateful thanks, the team is; Resty & Magney Sales, Joel & Agnes Kisteria, 
Michael & Louise Kelleher, Donald & Kristina Elemento, Augyson & Jeanette 

Historillo. 
 

The mission of the Baptism Ministry is to support those preparing for baptisms. 

They facilitate and assist parents/guardians to prepare for and organise their child’s 
baptism, and to help young adults prepare for their own baptism. Baptisms are 

usually planned for the third Sunday of each month.  
We are currently in the process of training new members to work across our Parish, 

please contact us if you’d like to be involved.   

First Holy Communion 
 

The next part of the Johnsonville- Newlands based sacramental programme 
begins on August 16th at 12.30 pm in the Church hall at SS Peter and Pauls 

Johnsonville, starting with a shared meal at 12.30pm. This will include an 

introduction to the programme for parents and children. Children will make their 
First Holy Communion on Sunday September 20th at 2pm. This completion of 

the First Communion journey will finish with a special afternoon tea for all concerned. 
 

All parents and caregivers who had children involved in the First Reconciliation 

Programme have been emailed the dates. If anyone else would like to join our 
programme then please contact Kitty or Sio, or email the 

parish office: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz the parish office. 
Everyone is welcome. We can adapt the programme to any 

age. Notices are also in the church foyers. 
 

Sacramental Programme Khandallah-based Programme   
 

The two First Communion Sunday group sessions for the Khandallah-based 
Sacramental Programme are during and following Mass from 9:00am - 11:00am on 

Sunday 16th and 30th August respectively. The First Communion Ceremony is on 

Sunday 6th September at 9:00am with the shared morning tea in the Village 
Church Hall at 33 Ganges Road following this Mass and celebration. 



The Coast to Coast Rosary for Life and Faith will be held this year on Saturday 

15th August at 3pm. For more information, please go 
to www.coasttocoastrosary.co.nz  or phone Clare 022 1912 886  

JOSHUA FELLOWSHIP 

Come and join other men on Thursday 20th August 2020. A cuppa available from 
7:00pm for a 7:30pm start in CONNOLLY HALL, Guildford Terrace, Thorndon 

(behind the closed Sacred Heart Cathedral). Speaker: Gerard Wickrema, a Joshua 
leader on “Many are called; few are chosen” Want to know more? Ring Steve 

Ready 027-356-9555 or email: joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 

A Quiet Day with Suzanne Aubert: Thursday 13 August 10am to 2pm 

Venue:  Crombie Chapel at Our Lady’s Home of Compassion, 2 Rhine Street, Island 
Bay. A time for gentle reflection on insights from the life and works of Venerable 

Suzanne Aubert. 
A simple lunch is provided – or bring your own.  There is no fee, but a koha is 

greatly appreciated.   REGISTRATION REQUIRED – email sr.sue@compassion.org.nz 

Upcoming Events 

Tawa Healing Service 

On Tuesday 18 August Fr John Rea will conduct a Healing Service in Our Lady of 
Fatima Church, Tawa beginning at 7.30 pm.  All are invited and especially those 

who need Jesus` healing. Jesus still heals today. 

Human Love in the Divine Plan (Theology of the Body)- First intake in Wellington! 
Courses for Young Adults (ages 18-35 years) on September 5 & 6, and for Adults on 
September 19 & 20.  Venue: Challenge 2000, 1 Wanaka St, Johnsonville, Wellington. 

Early Registration: $40.00 (closes: 29 August). General Registration: $50.00. Contact 
0220289737 or email info@marriageandfamily.org.nz. For information, visit: 

www.marriageandfamily.org.nz 

Feast of the Assumption—Saturday 15 August Patronal Feast of New 

Zealand Aotearoa 
There will be a mass at 9am at St Benedict’s and 10.30am at St Peter and 

Paul’s.  
The rosary will be recited in the Blessed Sacrament chapel to honour Mary, to pray 

for a culture of life in our society, and also to pray for our elections. Afternoon tea 

will follow and all are invited.  
St Mary of the Angels – Vespers for the Feast of the Assumption 

All are warmly welcome to celebrate Vespers for the Feast of the Assumption, 
followed by a free concert at 6.30pm, Saturday 15 August at St Mary of the 

Angels. The liturgy will be led by Fr Peter McAfee and the Choir of St Mary of the 
Angels, and includes Latin psalms, the Gregorian antiphons and Palestrina’s 

Magnificat. Following the Liturgy, the choir will give a short concert of sacred 

polyphony featuring Marian motets, under the direction of new choir master William 
McElwee. 

 

mailto:sr.sue@compassion.org.nz
mailto:info@marriageandfamily.org.nz
http://www.marriageandfamily.org.nz


ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK 

 
We welcome into the parish those  

newly Baptised: 
 

Claudia Harper (age 5) 
Elyse Harper (age 12) 

 Leilani Harper (age 14) 
 

 

Annual General Meeting  
 

The St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held 

on Thursday 27th August at 7-9pm at the Johnsonville Uniting Church 18 Dr 
Taylor Terrace Johnsonville.  

The August 9 – 22 issue of NZ Catholic is out now. Some headlines are: Priests 

shouldn’t promote political parties. Auckland’s Mercy Spirituality Centre closes. 
Vatican instruction gives guidance on parish reforms. St Paul a model for ecumenical 

dialogue. 

Meet the Ōhāriu Electoral Candidates 

Public event hosted by the Johnsonville Community Association Wednesday 26 
August 2020, 7:30-9:30pm (doors open 7:00pm) Johnsonville Community Centre 

Main Hall, entrance on Moorefield Road. 

Looking for a fun group of Young Adult Single/unmarried Catholic Men and Women 

to live out your faith with? If so, the Wellington Singles for Christ (SFC) will be 
holding their Christian Life Program. The program consists of 12 talks over the 

course of four weeks and an overnight weekend retreat. The program is open to all 
single men/women, 18 to 35 of all faiths. Talks will be held on Saturday afternoons 

at 1pm in the St Peter and Paul’s Church Hall, 37 Dr Taylor Terrace, Johnsonville 

beginning August 29, 2020. This is a free event, but koha is welcome. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to reach out to Liezel on 0226287761 or Marc on 

0211095450. For More Info about Singles for Christ Wellington please visit our 
Facebook page. 

Thank you to all of those who responded to Tim’s email regarding being a volunteer 

during Mass. We will send out a new set of rosters by the end of the week. We 
welcome anyone who wishes to be involved.  

 
If you wish to be involved going forward or assist in the creation of the rosters, 

please email the parish office: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz  

Invitation from Cardinal John and the Stewardship team  
 

Cardinal John invites 6 of our Parishioners to join other from the Archdiocese in 
an evening “Lectio Divina Experience” on Tuesday 18th August at the Catholic 

Centre from 6pm – 8pm, starting with Soup and Rolls.  

The evening will include an opportunity to share some of your parish responses 
during lockdown.  

The intention is for these people to then facilitate small prayer groups in your parish. 
Ongoing support will be made available.  

If you wish to be considered please as one of our envoys please email 
office@stfrancisohariu.nz 



Mass times 15/16 August 
Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass St Andrews  

Sunday 10.30am Mass St Peter & Paul’s 
Sunday 9am St Benedicts 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.ohariu/  

MASS INTENTIONS 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
Melanie Lin (Sister of Parishioner Tess Lin) 

Sally Retino - RIP Anniversary 

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce,  
Johnsonville 

 

Tues:   9.15am Liturgy 
Wed:   11am Mass 

Thurs:  9am Liturgy 
Friday: 11.30am Mass with   
School 
Saturday: 10.30am Mass 
Feast of the Assumption  

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

Mon:      9am Liturgy 
    7pm Meditation 
Tues:     9.15am Liturgy     

Thurs:    9am Liturgy 
Friday:    9am Liturgy 
Saturday: 9am Mass Feast of 
the Assumption 

St Andrew’s Church  

29 Trebann St  
Newlands 

 

Friday:    6.30pm  
Divine Mercy in the Chapel 

We welcome into the parish those newly Baptised: 
 

Aria Nicole Biskowiak  

Join us on 

Facebook! 
Like and Follow the St 

Francis of Assisi 
Parish Facebook page 

to keep up to date on 
what is going on in 

your parish!  


