
20th Sunday Ordinary Time 16 August 2020 Year A 

Readings: Isaiah 56:1,6-7; Romans 11:13-15,29-32; Matthew 15:21-28  

“LORD” she said, “PLEASE HELP ME” 
 
The Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel story is a woman of great faith.  She needed 

to have great faith because Jesus ignored her initial plea for help.  When she first 
pleaded with him, he answered her not a word. “Sir, Son of David, take pity on me” 

she had said. “my daughter is tormented by a devil.” 

Even his disciples were surprised and embarrassed that Jesus would not respond to 
such a worthy request for help.  Jesus’ ignoring her seemed so out of character.  It 

seemed, perhaps, even callous or cruel.  “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” was his reply. “You don’t throw the children’s food to the house 

dogs”. 

 
But this woman had great faith and her faith was not just faith in Jesus’ ability and 

willingness to help and to heal.  That faith was strong.  But equally importantly, she 
also had a strong faith in her own worthiness to be helped.  Rather than accept the 

seeming rebuff and rejection of her request for pity, she knelt before Jesus and 
uttered the prayer that came straight from her heart. “Please help me”, she 

prayed.  “Even the house dogs deserve to be fed” 

 
That prayer demanded great faith in who Jesus was and also great faith in who she 

was.  It can only have been inspired by a deep conviction that not only the chosen 
children of the house of Israel but also her own pagan Canaanite people are equally 

loved by God and worthy of God’s healing grace. 

 
We may not need healing of a daughter possessed by a devil but we all have needs 

and difficulties in our families and in our own personal lives.  The Canaanite woman’s 
prayer invites us to bring our need and our struggle to Jesus and to find the faith 

within us to pray as she did.  “Lord, have pity on me.  Please help me.” 
 

Jim Dooley sm 

Covid-19 Update 
All masses, and parish activities which require gathering, are suspended until 
Tuesday 18th August 2020. For more information visit http://stfrancisohariu.nz/

updates/staying-connected-covid-19/   

http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/
http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/


Kia tau te Rangimarie ki a koutou  

 
This Saturday is the Solemnity of the Assumption, a 

Holy Day of Obligation for us and the day we 
celebrate Mary, the Mother of Jesus as the Patroness 

of New Zealand. Unfortunately, we are not now able 

to celebrate Masses on this day because of the 
recent move to Level Two for most of the country. 

This of course does not stop us from praying to Mary 
and making something special about this day.  

 
During the recent Covid-19 Lockdown the New 

Zealand Bishops had many requests from people asking us to consecrate New 

Zealand to Mary using the title “Mary, Queen of the World.” Most of those people 
were very surprised when the bishops responded to them telling them that New 

Zealand is already consecrated to Mary, and that it is celebrated on the Solemnity of 
the Assumption. Our diocese is also, of course, consecrated to her under the tile of 

the Immaculate Conception (8th December) On that day every year we re-consecrate 

the Archdiocese to her and ask for protection and specially to keep us safe from 
earthquakes.  

 
The Solemnity of the Assumption is a day of great hope for us, as one of the prayers 

says, “Where she has gone (to heaven) we hope to follow.” Someone who shared 
our human life is already in heaven.  

 

Some years ago, Pope Benedict wrote that “precisely because Mary is with God and 
in God, she is very close to each one of us. While she lived on this earth she could 

only be close to a few people. Being in God, who is actually within all of us, Mary 
share in this closeness of God.” She “knows our hearts, can hear our prayers, can 

help us with her motherly kindness. She always listens to us. …. Assumed into 

heaven, Mary reveals our own destiny.”  
 

Now that the country has gone back to Alert levels Two and Three, please pray on 
this Solemnity of the Assumption for New Zealand, pray that we be kept safe from 

the Coronavirus and that all people will take extra care to protect themselves and 

others.  
 

This weekend, on the Solemnity of the Assumption please also pray for the 
Archdiocese as we continue to “reorganize for mission” and strive to enable all our 

families and parishes, schools and colleges, all our organizations and individuals to be 
“a mission.” 

 

Naku noa  
+ John  



The Wellington Singles 

for Christ (SFC) will be 
holding their Christian Life 

Program. The program 
consists of 12 talks over 

the course of four weeks 

and an overnight weekend 
retreat. The program is 

open to all single men/
women, 18 to 35 of all 

faiths. Talks will be held 
on Saturday afternoons at 

1pm in the St Peter and 

Paul’s Church Hall, 37 Dr 
Taylor Terrace, 

Johnsonville beginning 
August 29, 2020. This is 

a free event, but koha is 

welcome. If you have any 
questions, please feel free 

to reach out to Liezel on 
0226287761 or Marc on 

0211095450. visit our 
Facebook page. 

Free Lunch every 

Tuesday at St Peter 
and Paul’s Hall!  

We’ve been having a 
lovely turn out to our 

weekly free lunches so 

far. Covid permitting, 
come along and enjoy in a 

warm meal with some 
good company. 

Date: Every Tuesday  
Time: 12.30pm - 2.00pm 

Venue: St Peter and Paul's 

 

‘Our Doors are Open’ Series 
Pope Francis: “The Church Must Welcome People With 
Open Doors.” Pope Francis spoke of the bond which 

must exist between families, individuals and the 
Christian community, stressing that the Church, in 

following the Gospel, must always keep its doors open. 

"Churches, parishes and institutions whose doors are 
closed should not call themselves churches,” the Pope 

said. “They should call themselves museums!” 
The Church, in living out the Gospel, must welcome 

people “with doors wide open, always.” 

I can assure you there are a number of individuals and 
families who have asked to begin and develop their 

journey of faith, and to be received into our Faith 
Community within the Catholic Church. 

SO… This is a CALL for PARISHIONERS who would like 
to assist in developing a ‘Simplicity with Class’ series of 

life giving, faith filled group/individual reflections. To 

be based on our life experiences within our lived faith. 
Experiences that have shaped me by living the story of 

Jesus  and then enabling me to become the ‘Word 
made Flesh,’ to others and our world. 

It is a call to be a Spiritual Mentor…. If you are 

interested in being a spiritual mentor, so we can 
journey with our sisters and brothers who are 

searching and seeking and asking for more than what’s 
on offer, then join our series ‘OUR DOORS ARE OPEN’.  

Interested? 
Contact: Pete Roe SM:   

pete.c.roe@gmail.com 

Congratulations Fr Pete Roe! 
 
On Sunday we celebrated Fr Pete Roe SM’s 35th 

anniversary of Ordination to the priesthood. 
Congratulations Fr Pete!  

Thank you for all you are doing for the parish. We love 

the Joy you bring! 



All Events and activities at 

Malvina Major have 
been suspended until 

further notice due to  
Covid-19 Level 2. 

 
We hope that everyone is 

keeping safe.  

Meet the Ōhāriu 

Electoral Candidates 
 

Public event hosted by the 
Johnsonville Community 

Association Wednesday 

26 August 2020, 7:30-
9:30pm (doors open 

7:00pm) Johnsonville 
Community Centre Main 

Hall, entrance on 
Moorefield Road. 

Annual 
General 
Meeting  

 

The St Francis of Assisi 

Ohariu Parish Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) 

will be held on  
Thursday 27th August 

at 7-9pm at the 

Johnsonville Uniting 
Church  

18 Dr Taylor Terrace 
Johnsonville.  

 
All are welcome!  

Leadership Formation Team News 

 
“Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with 
integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my 
integrity be manifest. 
Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord 
to serve him and to love his name and be his 
servants – all who observe the sabbath, not profaning 
it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring to my 
holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of 
prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar, for my house will be called a 
house of prayer for all the peoples. “ Isaiah 56.  
 
Drawing and focusing our minds on these words 'for 
my house will be called a house of prayer for all the 
peoples,’  the Leadership Formation Team in 

alignment with our 'Outreach Portfolio' have been 

working with other faith groups, and our own Catholic 
groups to make our churches houses of prayer for all 

peoples.  
Every Sunday, and starting last Sunday 9/8 St 

Andrew's doors opened to a Samoan Christian 
Congregation group to use the church for their Sunday 

school and followed by their services at 11.30am until 

3pm.  Then from 3.30pm to 8pm the Syro Malabar 
group comes to have their evening mass.  Both groups 

also use St Andrew's during the week as well. 
On behalf of the Leadership Formation Team, we 

welcome the Samoan Christian Congregation and Syro 

Malabar groups and pray they are lifted in prayer at St 
Andrew's and are touched by the holy spirit as they 

gather in worship or prayer.  Also, thank you to the St 
Andrew's Committee team for being understanding of 

the Leadership Formation Team's requests for these 

groups to use the St Andrew's church. 
The Leadership Formation Team looks forward to 

working together to bring about a stronger, loving 
community in the Northern suburbs and working with 

the Samoan Congregational Christian Church and Syro 
Malabar groups. 

 

Blessings, 
Anna Mika-Hunt 



Ministry to our Vulnerable: Bereavement and Grief Ministry 
 
‘A time to be born a time to die…’ 
Ecclesiastes: 3: 1-2 
I am so aware, and just so grateful that 

we have within our Parish, Bereavement/

Grief and Loss Ministries. Dedicated and 
compassionate parishioners from St 

Benedict’s, St Peter and St Paul’s and St 
Andrew’s communities. I know through 

ministering with you over the last two 

years, your gracious presence, as you provide guidance, comfort and support for so 
many families at their most vulnerable time, of losing a loved one. You visit families,  

listen to their concerns, help them to prepare for a funeral, become aware of their 
needs and keep in touch with them after the funeral. Thank you for all you are doing 

in this Ministry.  
It is time for us as a Parish to expand the Bereavement/Grief and Loss Ministry, both 

in the number of parishioners involved and in the scope of the Ministry itself. It is 

also time for us to engage in careful formation for everyone – those already involved 
and those who are new to the Ministry.    

“COME AND SEE” John 1: 39-40 
Wednesday 19th August 2020 (tentatively, Covid permitting) 

Time: 7pm – 8pm 

St Peter and Paul’s Johnsonville – Parish House or Church, depending on numbers. 
Contacts: 

Robyn Radomski: 027 201 8766: Robyn@conferenceworks.co.nz 
Wendy Cleaver:   027 269 6209:  cleaver@actrix.gen.nz 

Marie  Paurini:     marie.paurini@outlook.com 

-Pete Roe SM 

First Holy Communion 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Whanau of the First Holy Communion participants. 
Hope you are doing well during these uncertain time and circumstances. Just an 

update in regards to the First Holy Communion programme. 
We have received a letter from Cardinal John in regards to 

Covid-19 level 2 protocols and what it entails. Due to this, we 

have decided as a team to postpone the sacramental 
programme this Sunday afternoon 16th August. It is during 

these times that we need to be in prayer together and looking out for each other. 
Thank you for your continuous support during these challenging times. We will send 

you an update over the next week 
If you have any questions or concerns, please let me or kitty know.  

 

Many blessings and best wishes, 
Sio Iaseto-Filo 



 

Liturgy Forum  
 
Last Sunday a Forum on Liturgy was held at the SS Peter & 

Paul’s Hall. 
 

The Gathering broke into Small interest-groups who then 

planned actions based around a future proofed model of 
Parish.  Many responded to a model without the Liturgical 

leadership of Priests and looked to the activation of 
charisms that belong to all the Baptized. 

 

This requires the preparation and formation of not only 
those stepping into Liturgical Leadership roles but that of all 

Parishioners.  
Preparation has already been anticipated by the new Formation Programme for our 

potential preachers and those who do reflections on scripture. Other Roles also need 
the training of volunteers, particularly those 

representative of the diversity of the Parish. 

 
A Marriage Ministry Group will be formed. The 

whole-of-Parish Bereavement Group was 
endorsed. 

 

A structure for the Music Ministry was proposed 
by the forming of a group under a Chair, 

supported by a secretary and Treasurer. They 
would Mentor young people, ensure best 

practices, manage their budget and centralise the planning. 
School and Children Liturgy under the Youth Ministry was discussed and supported. 

 

Thanks to all those who attended. It is hoped that the Worship and Spirituality 
Portfolio can be animated by an energetic group who take governance for the 

Parish Liturgy.  



Upcoming Events 

ELECTION FORUM The Archdiocesan Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission invites 

you to an election forum on environmental and climate change issues. Young people 
of the Archdiocese will put questions to representatives of political parties. Cardinal 

John will give an opening address on Laudato Si’ – care for our common home, and 
the event will be chaired by Dr Areti Metuamate, CEO of Te Kupenga – Catholic 

Leadership Institute Where: St Mary’s College Hall, Guildford Tce, Wellington 

When: Tuesday 1 September, 6-8pm (nibbles from 5.30pm, please bring your 
own cup) Please register for this free event at Eventbrite https://bit.ly/3kcwlC6 

 
We welcome into the parish those  

newly Baptised: 
 

Claudia Harper (age 5) 
Elyse Harper (age 12) 

 Leilani Harper (age 14) 
 

 

Invitation from Cardinal John and the Stewardship team  
 

Cardinal John invites 6 of our Parishioners to join other from the Archdiocese in 
an evening “Lectio Divina Experience” on Tuesday 18th August at the Catholic 

Centre from 6pm – 8pm. If you wish to be considered please as one of our envoys 

please email office@stfrancisohariu.nz 

Fr Pete Roe’s Homily for 16th August 
What’s Really Important. 
There is a deep lesson in this meeting of Jesus and the Canaanite woman for today’s 
church which, not infrequently, suffers from a new legalism; 

The legalism of programmes.  
We have, in recent years, developed many good programmes to prepare people for 

baptism, marriage, eucharist, confirmation, and ministry and so on.. 

Please don’t get me wrong. Nearly always, these programmes are good and 
necessary and have helped countless people. 

But, and this is the point, they have also, in some parishes and communities, 
become the only way, the non-negotiable avenue, to receive these sacraments. 

They often become the new way power is wielded and the way that the ‘poor’ (who 
have many faces) are again excluded from the church. 

Rare is the RCIA Leader who, if approached on Holy Saturday by a unknown woman, 

would pull that woman aside right there, talk with her, listen to her, and then decide 
that perhaps after all she is ready … even though she hasn’t done the prescribed 

programme or process. 
It has been said, that Jesus was crucified because he made God as accessible as the 

village well. I sometimes fear that so many of our programmes, good as they are, do 

not always make God quite that accessible.  
Today we are called as Christians to emulate this woman’s boldness and persistence. 

We can also observe her humility and note that many of us, too, are Gentiles who 
certainly should not harbour any sense of entitlement. 

The condition of one’s heart and openness is far more 
important than rigid adherence to rules and programmes. 

Rosters: Due to masses being temporarily suspended, rosters will be posted out 

once we know more.   

https://bit.ly/3kcwlC6


Liturgies & Mass times TBA  
All masses and gatherings are suspended until Tuesday 18th August 

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.ohariu/  

MASS INTENTIONS 
Though there will not be public masses this weekend our Marist 
priests will be praying for us all and your particular intentions when 

they celebrate mass.  

 
And let us all put time aside this weekend to sit, light a candle, 

make a prayer table, read scripture and share our feelings and 
thoughts with those with whom we live or on the phone. 

God is with us in the gentle breezes and the storms of life. Remain 

calm. Peace is with us. Be kind. Be caring. 

 
We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
 
Lucia Uy Tan, David Schroff, Louis Pinto —RIP Anniversary  
Prayers for Eustie and his mother (Mother Sephine) who is unwell. We pray for a 
speedy recovery for Sephine.  

Join us on 

Facebook! 
Like and Follow the St 

Francis of Assisi 
Parish Facebook page 

to keep up to date on 
what is going on in 

your parish!  


