
21st Sunday Ordinary Time 23 August 2020 Year A 

Readings: Isaiah 22:19-23; Romans 11:33-36; Matthew 16:13-20  

WHO DO YOU SAY I AM ? 

I’ve been thinking about my health. This last week I was isolated, laid low with a cold 
and my family’s curse - bronchitis. But it’s been an opportunity to think about my 

own spiritual health as well.  
In this week’s Gospel Jesus asks of Peter, “Who do people say I am’? Peter replies, 

“You are the Christ the Son of the Living God”. 

To ask “Who do people say I am?” and “Who am I?” are two distinct questions. It’s 
our life’s work to find the answer to the question “Who am I?” 

To learn who someone is, as Peter does with Jesus, look no further than those you 
gravitate toward, those who keep your company, and the people that you connect 

with and like. This will tell you everything. “When the 
character of a person is not clear, look at their friends”.  

Because there are three key questions to ask ourselves 

when we are evaluating our spiritual health: 
– Do I pray every day? 

– Am I involved with the struggle of people? 
– Do I have the kinds of friendships in my life which move 

me beyond bitterness and anger? 

Our mission as Christians is not about convincing others to our way of seeing the 
world. Our mission is to testify to the reality that our experience of grace and life, 

truth and goodness, forgiveness and love, comes to us through the one whom we 
name the Christ the Son of the Living God. 

The theologian, Karl Rahner once said, ‘Proclaiming Christ is not the same thing as 
informing people that the continent of Australia exists! It is not a matter of 
intellectual knowledge, but of the knowledge of the heart. 
Heart-knowledge cannot be imposed: it must be shared; it must be two-way. 
Christian mission is first and foremost a call to human authenticity and community”. 
If you want Christianity to continue as a great spiritual movement don’t look at a 
church building. Go look in the mirror and look at your neighbour. God’s message of 

love is sent into the world in human envelopes. If you want to be part of a great 

spiritual movement, then let your life be a foothold of liberation and recognise Christ 
in all we do and say. 

-Pete Roe SM 

Covid-19 Update 

Weekday and Saturday morning Masses/Liturgies shall continue during level 2. 
Sunday masses and Saturday Night Vigil's are suspended until level 1. For more 

information visit http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/   

http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/


St Francis of Assisi Ohariu is a community of communities called to follow 

Christ and bring the love, grace and justice of God into all of creation. 
 

When I think back to the Church of the 1960’s in which the seeds of my faith, first 
planted by my parents, sprouted and were nurtured in the very small St Joseph’s 

parish of Waitara, Taranaki, I recall there being three, and then later two, priests in 

active ministry. The idea of baptism as the fundamental sacrament of discipleship 
was unheard of and only just starting to take shape in the debates of the Second 

Vatican Council. Our priests were always there for us, and the idea that lay people 
might have to lead Eucharistic services, prepare people for the sacraments or provide 

prayerful and pastoral support for the bereaved was unthinkable then. It was 

Father’s job and only Father could do it! 
 

Fast forward to November 2018 when Cardinal John informed us that he was no 
longer able to provide our parish of St Francis of Assisi with a diocesan priest. 

Thankfully, and generously, the Marist Order agreed to support us for a period of 
three years and we are blessed to have Fr Pete Roe in a part-time capacity. Fr Pete 

is ably supported by a number of his other brother priests. However, this 

arrangement may not extend beyond the end of 2021 and was conditional on a 
number of things, including the fact that we use the three years as a transition time 

to prepare for the possibility of not having a permanent priest assigned to us. We are 
now over halfway through that time. 

 

Looking ahead, we have to face the fact that we must prepare for a Church in which 
the public face of pastoral care and liturgical leadership will be very different to what 

most of us have known – a Church in which the responsibility and call to bring God’s 
grace and loving care to people in their times of need will rest on the shoulders of 

competent and well-formed lay people who are part of us - or not happen at all. This 
challenge demands a new and fresh approach to the various pastoral and liturgical 

and evangelical ministries in our 

parish, one that centres on the 
animation of key service groups 

and training of key individuals – 
new wine and new wineskins. 

To that end, we will be providing 

Scriptural, theological, 
sacramental and pastoral 

training opportunities that will 
upskill our people to exercise 

key functions that flow out of 
our baptismal call. 

 

The first key initiative is a 
programme of formation in ‘breaking open the Word’ that will prepare a group of 

parishioners to reflect on and prepare Scriptural reflections and homilies. 



The 12 initial candidates who have been identified for this programme have 

prior formation in Theology and Scriptural Studies, most at a tertiary level.  
The Formation will be undertaken over a 4-week period under the experienced 

guidance of Fr James Lyons and Sister Elizabeth Julian. 
 

As part of the formation, the candidates who are part of the programme will be 

asked to prepare scriptural reflections to share amongst their peers in the group as 
well as prepare a Sunday Eucharist homily that will be delivered at a Sunday Mass in 

our Parish sometime between October and December. 
I ask your prayerful support for these parishioners who have generously accepted the 

invitation to upskill.  
 

John Kleinsman—LFT Formation Portfolio Leader 

Canticle of Brother Sun and Sister Moon 
St. Francis of Assisi  
 
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord,  
All praise is Yours, all glory, all honor and all 
blessings.  
To you alone, Most High, do they belong, and 
no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your 
Name.  
Praised be You my Lord with all Your creatures,  
especially Sir Brother Sun,  
Who is the day through whom You give us 
light.  
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor, Of You Most High, he bears the likeness.  
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,  
In the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair.  
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air,  
And fair and stormy, all weather's moods, by which You cherish all that You have made.  
Praised be You my Lord through Sister Water,  
So useful, humble, precious and pure.  
Praised be You my Lord through Brother Fire,  
through whom You light the night and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.  
Praised be You my Lord through our Sister, Mother Earth  
who sustains and governs us, producing varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs.  
Praise be You my Lord through those who grant pardon for love of You and bear sickness and 
trial.  
Blessed are those who endure in peace, By You Most High, they will be crowned.  
Praised be You, my Lord through Sister Death, from whom no-one living can escape.  
Woe to those who die in mortal sin!  
Blessed are they She finds doing Your Will.  
No second death can do them harm.  
Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks,  
And serve Him with great humility.  
 
Amen. 



All Events and activities at 

Malvina Major have 
been suspended until 

further notice due to  
Covid-19 Level 2. 

NZ Catholic Issue - 

596 August 23 2020 
 

As we are again in Covid-
19 alert level 2, there will 

be no 

deliveries 
of the 

current 
print issue 

of NZ 
Catholic to 

parishes.  

 
Use the link below to 

view the free digital 
version. https://

indd.adobe.com/

view/3c9e92b5-0dd7-

St. Mary's College has 

a small number of places 
available for  Preference 

students n Year 9, 12 and 
13 for 2021. 

 

Please see our website 
for further 

information: https://
www.stmw.school.nz/

SMC-Parents/Enrolments-
Fees/Enrolments-Fees or 

phone the school office 

473 5554. 

Leadership Formation Team News—Annual 

General Meeting Postponed 
 

Tena Koutou Parishioners of St Francis of Assisi, 
Ohariu Parish 

 

With the return of Alert Levels 2/3 and the resurgence 
of COVID-19 in Auckland there is a need to proceed 

with the utmost caution. Social distancing significantly 
reduces the number of people who can safely be 

accommodated in a hall and there are many issues 
around the requirements to contain any further spread 

of the virus. 

 
The government’s review of the situation on Friday, 21 

August 2020, has not ruled out continuing for longer 
at Alert Levels 2/3 or higher depending on 

developments. 

 
For the above reasons, the Leadership Formation 

Team has decided to postpone the Parish Annual 
General Meeting until further notice. Further advice 

will be given once the government's decisions are 
announced. 

 

Our thanks and prayers. 
Leadership Formation Team 

Have you 

downloaded the St 
Francis of Assisi 

Church App?  
Stay in contact with 

your parish through 

mobile notifications, 
updates, weekly 

newsletter alerts, 
mass times, prayer 

resources and more.  
 

To download the app, search for ChurchAppsNZ on 

the app store and choose St Francis of Assisi Ohariu 
Parish.  Alternatively, you can access the app 

download by visiting:  
https://stfrancisohariu.churchapps.co.nz/install/  

https://indd.adobe.com/view/3c9e92b5-0dd7-45ad-b33f-286618e52857
https://indd.adobe.com/view/3c9e92b5-0dd7-45ad-b33f-286618e52857
https://indd.adobe.com/view/3c9e92b5-0dd7-45ad-b33f-286618e52857


Bereavement Ministry Meeting Overview 
 
Thank you so much for your generosity. 

 
A winters night, heaters roaring in our church, 10 parishioners from our three 

communities gathered knowing from their own experiences of life and living that the 

loss of a loved one is something we all face at some time in our lives’. From their 
experience, the realisation that gentle support, being present and listening, guiding 

people and families in their planning of their loved one’s funeral is a sacred moment 
for all involved even when life is tough. 

Areas covered: 

 Katrin Eichorst: shared with us her work with “Seasons for Growth – 

Understanding Change within Loss and Grief.”  Katrin to run a seminar in this 
area for us in September. We shared how Katrin’s role in assisting us as in this 

ministry will be very beneficial. 
 Developing and how best to share our resources over our three communities. 

 Our Bereavement Process – guidelines/procedures to assist us all with 

sensitivity and compassion when a call comes into the Parish Office that 
someone has died. ( What steps to follow) 

 General discussion on how grief has many disguises within families and all 

those experiencing the loss of someone loved who has died. 
 

To those who have been in this ministry for many years and for those who are 

joining our Bereavement (Loss and Grief) Ministry, I reflect on one of the many 
paradoxes of life; 

The more one loves the more one grieves. How fortunate we are to have 
experienced that love and to know we are lovable in return. 

 

Pete Roe SM 

First Holy Communion 

Breaking NEWS:  Parents, caregivers, family and First Communion Children.  
There is no First Communion Gathering this weekend due to Covid-19 level 2 

restrictions. However, the Youth Team are putting together a little video to kick start 
the programme and it will be sent out to you. 

In relation to the First Communion Mass it will definitely be held on Sunday 

September 20th at 2pm at SS Peter and Pauls.  
In the unlikely event that we are at Level 2 at that time, we have decided that 

we could have two Masses that afternoon to enable families who wish to attend to 
still travel and we could keep the numbers at below 100. 

If necessary the second mass is likely to be at 4pm. 
Thanks for your patience with these changing times. We all look forward to walking 

our Eucharistic journey with our children.  

 
Any questions then please call Kitty or Sio. 



“The pandemic has 
highlighted how 
vulnerable and 

interconnected everyone 
is. If we do not take care 
of one another, starting 

with the least, with those 
who are most impacted, 
including creation, we 

cannot heal the world.” 
 

Pope Francis: General 
Audience 12 August 2020 

Te Kupenga–Catholic 

Leadership Institute is 
seeking a Marketing 

and Business 
Development Advisor 

to build the profile of the 

organisation, which was 
formed on 1 January by 

the merger of Good 
Shepherd College and The 

Catholic Institute (TCI). 
The role is Auckland-

based and fixed term full-

time for two years. Full 
details: https://

www.seek.co.nz/
job/50415919  

‘Our Doors are Open’ Series  
 
Pope Francis: “The Church Must Welcome People With 
Open Doors.” Pope Francis spoke of the bond which 

must exist between families, individuals and the 
Christian community, stressing that the Church, in 

following the Gospel, must always keep its doors open. 
"Churches, parishes and institutions whose doors are 
closed should not call themselves churches,” the Pope 

said. “They should call themselves museums!” The 
Church, in living out the Gospel, must welcome people 

“with doors wide open, always.”  
 

I can assure you there are a number of individuals and 
families who have asked to begin and develop their 

journey of faith, and to be received into our Faith 

Community within the Catholic Church.  
 

SO… This is a CALL for PARISHIONERS who would like 
to assist in developing a ‘Simplicity with Class’ series of 

life giving, faith filled group/individual reflections. To be 

based on our life experiences within our lived faith. 
Experiences that have shaped me by living the story of 

Jesus and then enabling me to become the ‘Word made 
Flesh,’ to others and our world. It is a call to be a 

Spiritual Mentor….  
 

If you are interested in being a spiritual mentor, so we 

can journey with our sisters and brothers who are 
searching and seeking and asking for more than what’s 

on offer, then join our series ‘OUR DOORS ARE OPEN’. 
Interested? Contact: Pete Roe SM: 

pete.c.roe@gmail.com  

 



Upcoming Events 

ELECTION FORUM The Archdiocesan Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission 

invites you to an election forum on environmental and climate change issues. Young 
people of the Archdiocese will put questions to representatives of political parties 

Cardinal John will give an opening address on Laudato Si’ – care for our common 
home, and the event will be chaired by Dr Areti Metuamate, CEO of Te Kupenga – 

Catholic Leadership Institute Where: St Mary’s College Hall, Guildford Tce, Wellington 

When: Tuesday 1 September, 6-8pm (nibbles from 5.30pm, please bring your 
own cup) Please register for this free event at Eventbrite https://bit.ly/3kcwlC6 

 
We welcome into the parish those  

newly Baptised: 
 

Claudia Harper (age 5) 
Elyse Harper (age 12) 

 Leilani Harper (age 14) 
 

 

POSTPONED - Annual General Meeting  
 

The St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish Annual General Meeting (AGM) is 

postponed due to Covid-19.  A new date will be scheduled once we are in Alert Level 
1 again.  

Compassion Soup Kitchen Annual Appeal 

Have you ever been really hungry? 
On Friday 11 September the Compassion Soup Kitchen is holding its annual Street 

Appeal. 
We are in urgent need of collectors on the street for the day, if you can spare a cou-

ple of hours on 11th September, please get in touch 

at  volunteers@compassion.org.nz. 
Alternatively, let us know if you're able to do a fundraiser or have a collection bucket 

at your workplace! 

Meditation in the Christian Tradition 

Monday 24 August, 7pm 
Venue:  Our Lady’s Chapel at Our Lady’s Home of Compassion, 2 Rhine Street, Island 

Bay. “An ancient form of contemplative prayer, deeply anchored in the teachings of 
the early Christian desert fathers and mothers.” ALL are welcome. 

A Quiet Day with Suzanne Aubert 

Thursday 10 September 10am to 2pm 
Venue:  Crombie Chapel at Our Lady’s Home of Compassion, 2 Rhine Street, Island 

Bay 
A time for gentle reflection on insights from the life and works of Venerable Suzanne 

Aubert. 

A simple lunch is provided – or bring your own.  There is no fee, but a koha is greatly 
appreciated. 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED – email sr.sue@compassion.org.nz 

https://bit.ly/3kcwlC6
mailto:sr.sue@compassion.org.nz


Mass times 29/30 August 
TBA due to Covid-19 

Keep up to date on the parish’s Covid-19 response here: 
http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/   

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.ohariu/  

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce,  
Johnsonville 

 

Tues:   9.15am Liturgy 
Wed:   11am Mass 
Thurs:  9am Liturgy 
Friday: 9am Mass 
Saturday: 10am Mass 

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

Mon:      9am Liturgy 

    7pm Meditation 
Tues:     9.15am Liturgy     
Thurs:    9am Liturgy 
Friday:    9am Liturgy 
 

St Andrew’s Church  

29 Trebann St  
Newlands 

 

Friday:    6.30pm  
Divine Mercy in the Chapel 

Join us on 

Facebook!  
 
Like and Follow the St 
Francis of Assisi 

Parish Facebook page 
to keep up to date. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Though there will not be public masses this weekend our Marist priests will 
be praying for us all and your particular intentions when they celebrate 

mass.  

And let us all put time aside this weekend to sit, light a candle, make a prayer table, 
read scripture and share our feelings and thoughts with those with whom we live or 

on the phone. 
God is with us in the gentle breezes and the storms of life. Remain calm. Peace is 

with us. Be kind. Be caring. 
 

We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
Loretta Mary Eager, Cheryl Austin –RIP  
Brigid Taylor, Robin Adair —RIP Anniversary  

http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/

