
23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 6 September 2020 Year A 

Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-9 ; Romans 13:8-10 ; Matthew 18:15-20  

Happy Father’s Day 
 

Though the Covid-19 pandemic may keep us apart physically, we can be with each 

other in spirit and online. We wish all fathers, children and families a happy and 
loving Father’s Day this Sunday 6th September 2020. 

Covid-19 Update 
Weekday and Saturday morning Masses/Liturgies shall continue during level 2. 
Sunday masses and Saturday Night Vigil's are suspended until level 1. For more 

information visit http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/   

http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/


Social Justice Week 2020 6-12 September.  

The theme of our Social Justice Week is "Easy as CST: Unlocking the Church's 

Potential" / "Māmā Noa, Pēnei i te CST: Te Tuku i ngā Pūmanawa o te Hāhi kia Whai 
Hua."  

It is a focus on Catholic social teaching (CST), which provides a moral framework to 

guide our decisions and actions. 

Mā te whiriwhiri tahi ka puāwai ngā pūmanawa o te tangata 

Together weaving the realisation of potential 

In 1891, at the height of the industrial revolution in Europe, there was a great and 

growing gap between rich and poor. At this time, Pope Leo XIII wrote a 
letter, Rerum Novarum, that focused on the condition of workers and just wages. 

He emphasised the importance of working for the common good and the role of the 

state to ensure the wellbeing of all, especially the poorest. 

Since that time, Church leaders have written encyclicals (letters) and messages to 
the Church and wider community. These contain fundamental principles which the 

Church believes should underpin a healthy society, politics and economy which 
concern all people. They have addressed different social challenges that face our 

communities, including human life, rights and responsibilities; poverty; refugees, 

asylum seekers and migrants; environmental justice; indigenous peoples; and 
international development and peace. 

This formal body of writing forms the basis of Catholic Social Teaching. It draws 

on the Scriptural traditions of the prophets who spoke out against injustice, and it 
follows the teachings and example of Christ and the tradition of the early Church 

leaders and saints. It provides us with key ethical principles and a lens through which 

we can interpret social issues around us and take action to seek justice.  

Following these CST principles is the key to unlocking the full potential of the Church. 

Go to https://caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week  to learn about nine core 
principles of Catholic social teaching and how different communities are practicing 

them.  

http://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum.html
https://caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week


Youth Ministry 

On Thursday 3rd 
September 2020 the 

Youth Ministry Team ran a 
pizza night for youth in 

the parish who are 

interested in social justice.  
 

We hosted a range of 
games and reflections and 

finished the night off with 
a shared meal together.  

 

Thanks to everyone that 
attended, it was great to 

see you all there. We look 
forward to hosting more 

youth events soon. Watch 

this space! 

Sign of the Cross 
 

 

Ki te ingoa o te Matua, 
o te Tamaiti,  

o te Wairua Tapu.  
Āmene.  

Tangihanga Bereavement Ministry for Saint 
Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish 
 

We are grateful to have within our Parish The 
Bereavement/Grief and Loss Ministry made up of 

dedicated and compassionate parishioners. I know 

through ministering with you over the last two years of 
your gracious presence with so many people as they 

face the loss of a loved one. Your gentle, 
compassionate guiding support is truly a ministry of 

love. 

 

Changes to the Ministry 

 
Since 2009 Natalie Brockie has led the St. Benedict's 

team and Maree Stevens has been in the engine 
room, co-ordinating this ministry. They are both 

stepping down from their positions and will remain in 
the wings with their continued support and prayers. It 

is with thanks from our Parish for your compassionate 

leadership and administrative roles particularly within 
the St Benedict's Ministry Team. 

 
It is also a real pleasure for the LFT to let you know 

that Robyn Radomski has accepted the role or the 

Bereavement Ministry Team Co-ordinator over our 
three communities. Thank you so much Robyn for your 

generosity. 
 

If your family has a bereavement then you can contact 
Robyn on 027 201 8766 or the Parish Office 04 478 

7137. 

 
Pete Roe SM 

 



New Eucharistic  
Liturgy at St Peter 
and Paul’s on 
Monday’s. 
There will now be a 
Eucharistic Liturgy held at 

St Peter and Paul’s church 

every Monday Evening 
at 7pm. 

This week saw the launch 

of the Risky Law 
Campaign, which aims to 

inform voters about the 
implications of the 'risky 

and badly constructed End 

of Life Choice Act'.  
They're encouraging 

people to visit 
risky.law.nz and be 

informed about why the 
Act is dangerous. 

Leadership Formation Team News 
In preparation for our AGM on 22 October we 
continue to be challenged by the Synod – how is our 

Parish doing when it comes to Social Justice?  

Haere, tukuna... ki ngā pae tawhiti  

Go, you are sent to the peripheries of society  
 

 How well do we promote the existing agencies, 

reach out to migrants and refugees? 

 Have I made a meal for a family in need, 

donated to our regular foodbank collections? 

 Do we create parish contacts and stimulate 

interest within the parish to minister to the 

needs of those on the peripheries of society? 
We could host the groups in a parish to get 

together on a regular basis to share what they 

do, identify gaps and overlap. 

 Are we using this week’s Social Justice Week as 

a time for a particular form of service to others? 

 How can we work to develop fairness in our 

communities. 

 Do we give each other the confidence in who 

we are as a Church, retain our authenticity and 
set our priorities. 

 Do we teach about service to others in church/

school/family; “going out” and connecting with 

others is an obligation for all members of the 
church community, not an option.  

 Do we promote social justice activities which 

parishioners can be involved in.  

 Should we appoint a Justice Ambassador/

Peripheries Ambassador in the parish for 

motivation, monitoring and accountability. 

“I urge you to serve Jesus crucified in every person 
who is marginalised, for whatever reason; to see the 
Lord in every excluded person who is hungry, thirsty, 
naked… to see the Lord who is imprisoned, sick, 
unemployed, persecuted; to see the Lord in the 
leper… whether in body or soul – who encounters 
discrimination! The way of the Church is precisely to 
leave her four walls behind and to go out in search 
of those who are distant, those essentially on the 
‘outskirts’ of life” [Pope Francis – 2015 Mass with 
new Cardinals] 

Father’s Day Dad 

Jokes 
Q: How does Moses 

start his morning? 
A: Hebrews a cup of 

coffee 

 
Q: Need to Build an Ark? 

A: I Noah guy 
 

Q: Did Eve ever have a 
date with Adam?  

A: No, just an apple 

 
Q: How do we know Peter 

was a rich fisherman? 
A: By his net income.  

 

Q: Do you like 
frankincense and gold? 

A: There’s myrrh where 
that came from.  



Ministry of the Week—Challenge 2000 
 

Social Justice Ministry in Social Justice Week: 
Let’s try and bring about the reign of God 24/7. 

That will be a challenge! And so it was! In September 1988 a group of 

parishioners and our parish priest at SS Peter and Pauls Johnsonville said YES to the 
Catholic Social Justice teachings of our church.  

YES to empowering young people. YES to opening our church to all.  YES to making 
our world a more caring, fair, just, kind place. YES to being there in tough times: for 

we all have those. 

Challenge 2000 was born in the Johnsonville Presbytery kitchen. One staff 
member, the parish priest and parish volunteers. 

 
Our mission: 

Challenge 2000 is committed to 
responding to the Gospel by working 

with people in the search for personal 

dignity, social responsibility and social 
justice. 

Our Goals to: 
1)Develop and deliver quality youth 

programmes and services that meet 

the needs of young people. 
 2)Develop and deliver programmes 

that provide opportunities for 
disadvantaged and struggling families 

and individuals. 

3)Provide programmes and opportunities that challenge people to adopt values and 
principles consistent with social justice and social responsibility. 

 
We now have 40 staff and serve over 6000 people every year in the Region by 

attempting what Catholic Social Teaching asks of us. Many religious orders support 
our work as a new movement within the church. 

 

Young people who grew up with Challenge are also now leading Social Service, 
Church agencies and businesses in New Zealand and Overseas. Influenced by Goal 3 

they also serve as nurses, electricians, teachers, drivers, lawyers, lecturers, retailers, 
carers, community workers, ministers - still doing their bit to make the challenge of 

the Gospel come true.  

 
Along with groups like the Vinnies and the Resettling Families, Challenge is an 

integral part of the Parish’s social justice ministry supported by many parishioners 
volunteering and donating time, resources and money. Thank you!  

We are brothers and sisters in the one parish family, challenged to bring about the 
reign of God by who we are and what we do. It’s wonderful that we have been able 

to do it together. Thanks Family. 



Competition Time! 
Who is this?? 
 
Challenge 2000 has been ministering to our parish for over 30 years. Can you 

name 3 people from the photos below? Send your answers to 
ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz for your chance to win a fabulous prize!  

 

 

1. 
 

Hint: 

Often 
still 

seen at 
St 

Brigid’s 

School 

2. 
Parish  

Children’s  

Camp  
Hint: Full-NESS 

In life 
 

3. 
Musical 

Ministry 

Memories 
 

Hint:  One cuts 
CD’s and another 

one  

cuts masks for 
Covid-19 

4. 

 
Khandallah 

Park Summer 
Camps 

 
Hint: Youth 

volunteers  
aCROSS the 

PARISH. 



Upcoming Events  
We welcome into the parish those  

newly Baptised: 
 

Claudia Harper (age 5) 
Elyse Harper (age 12) 

 Leilani Harper (age 14) 
 

 

Meet the Ōhāriu Electoral Candidate 

Public event hosted by the Johnsonville Community Association, Wednesday 23 
September 7:30 - 9:30pm at the Johnsonville Community Centre Main Hall (doors 

open 7:00pm) 

“Understanding Change. Loss and Grief”: Seasons for Growth Grief 

Seminar Saturday, 19th September, 2.00-4.00pm, Ss Peter and Paul’s 
Church An informative and interactive workshop for all who are journeying with the 

grieving or interested in finding out more about the grief process. It is also an 
opportunity for self-reflection and self-care. For further information and/or 

registration, please contact Katrin Eickhorst on 021 374 405 or 

seasons@wn.catholic.org.nz. Registrations close on Sunday, 13th September to allow 
ordering resources. 

JOSHUA FELLOWSHIP 

Come and join other men on Thursday 17th September 2020. A cuppa 
available from 7:00pm for a 7:30pm start in 'LOAVES and FISHES' next to 

Anglican Cathedral of St Paul, corner Hill and Molesworth streets.  
Speaker: Jane Sutherland sharing an amazing story of forgiveness “Forgive a little/

love a little; forgive a lot/love a lot” Want to know more? Ring Steve Ready 027-356-

9555 or email: joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 

Johnsonville-Newlands Sacramental Programme Update: 

 
It was great to see so many children last Sunday. We really enjoyed being with them 

again. 
The focus of the first meeting was: 

Jesus, the Last Supper, the Mass and why Jesus gave himself to us. We explained 

how Jesus loves us and when we make our First Communion and say AMEN to him, 
we can become like him and he is always with us. A quiz was taken home and the 

children have been making a last Supper piece of art. The next First Communion 
Programme will be at St Andrews Church 27 Trebann Street Newlands from 

1pm till 2.30pm Sunday September 6th. The following 
week Sunday September 13th. the Programme will be at SS Peter and Paul's 

Johnsonville from 1pm till 2.00pm and finishing with a practise for parents and 

children at 2pm till 2.30pm. Parents Evening: Sessions will be held on 
either September 8 or September 10th at 7pm to 8.15pm. Parents please attend one 

of these  sessions. Children do not need to attend. Depending on Covid-19 
restrictions the Communion Masses will be held on Sunday September 20th. We are 

hoping to give more information over the next few weeks. Depending on Covid-19 

we may have two or three Masses to accommodate all the children and their families. 
Our parishioners and community’s safety and well being is of paramount importance 

to us. 
Any questions or ideas please contact Kitty : 021491459 or Sio 02108160396 or email 

us or the Parish Office. 

 

mailto:seasons@wn.catholic.org.nz
mailto:scjready@gmail.com


Liturgies & Mass times TBA  
 

All Sunday masses are suspended until further notice.  

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.ohariu/  
Parish Bank Account for Donations: 02-0524-0203642-00 

MASS INTENTIONS 
There will not be public masses this weekend. Our Marist priests will 
be praying for us all and your particular intentions when they 

celebrate mass.  

 

We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
RIP Anniversary—Joan Prior, Peter Cross, Peter Bleakley 

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce,  
Johnsonville 

 

Monday: 7pm Liturgy 
Tues:   9.15am Liturgy 
Wed:   11am Mass 
Thurs:  9am Liturgy 
Fri: 9am Mass 

Sat: 10am Mass 
 

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

Mon:      9am Liturgy 
    7pm Meditation 
Tues:     9.15am Liturgy     
Thurs:    9am Liturgy 
Friday:    9am Mass 
Saturday: 9am Mass 

St Andrew’s Church  

29 Trebann St  
Newlands 

 

Friday:    6.30pm  
Divine Mercy in the Chapel 
 

Join us on Facebook! 
Like and Follow the St 
Francis of Assisi Parish 

Facebook page to keep 
up to date on what is 

going on in your parish!  


