
23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 13 September 2020 Year A 

Readings: Ecclesiasticus 27:33-28:9; Romans 14:7-9; Matthew 18:21-35  

HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS (Ps 95) 
Forgiveness undergirds genuine religion and morality.  
I believe, we can trim our spiritual vocabulary down to three words:  

Forgive, forgive, forgive!  
Whatever age we happen to be, to die with a forgiving heart is the ultimate moral 
and religious imperative. We shouldn’t delude ourselves on this. All the dogmatic and 

moral purity in the world does little for us if our hearts are bitter and incapable of 

forgiveness. 
Before you or I die, we are called to forgive! Forgive your father for being an 

alcoholic, forgive your mother for not protecting you, forgive the church for wherever 
ways it failed you, forgive New Zealand for the poverty, and bad teachers it inflicted 

on you, forgive yourself for the failures of your own life, and then forgive God 
because life isn’t fair … so that we don’t die an angry and bitter person because 

that’s really the ultimate moral imperative. 
To forgive another person from the heart is an act of liberation. We set that person 

free from the negative bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 

offense against you” But there is more. We 
also free ourselves from the burden of 

being the “offended one.” As long as we do 
not forgive those who have wounded us, 

we carry them with us or, worse, pull them 

as a heavy load. The great temptation is to 
cling in anger to our enemies and then 

define ourselves as being offended and 
wounded by them. Forgiveness, therefore, 

liberates not only the other but also 
ourselves. It is the way to the freedom of 

God. God just wants us home. The love of 

our God is everlasting. 
 

Fr Pete Roe SM 

Covid-19 Update 
Weekday and Saturday morning Masses/Liturgies shall continue during level 2. 
Sunday masses and Saturday Night Vigil's are suspended until level 1. For more 

information visit http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/   

http://stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/staying-connected-covid-19/


News from the Formation Portfolio  
 
Our Preachers 

 
The 12 participants of our first Formation of Preachers have now finished their final 

group session on Sunday up at St Andrew’s Church. They are one of the many 

groups revitalising the parish as a vital Eucharistic and Missionary community 
through a new fresh approach to the various pastoral and liturgical and evangelical 

ministries. 
 

The participants were selected for their faith and the witness of their lives as 

Christians as well as for the fact that they have previously received formal education 
or have gained experience in the Scriptures. This group acknowledge your prayers 

and best wishes.  
 

The next stage of their formation continues under the continued mentoring by Fr 
James Lyons.  This involves each of the preachers being rostered to Preach at a 

Sunday Parish Masses sometime between now and December. Please continue to 

prayer for these parishioners who are courageously answering the call to be 
missionary disciples. 

  
The Little Churches  

“No-one believes alone. Our faith is based on 
community. Someone or some others are with 
me on the way. We need others. We human 
beings are ordered towards our fellow human 
beings and that is what has been taken from us 
at the moment,”  
 

German bishop Heiner Wilmer. 

 
Catholics miss being together and worshiping as 

a community more than anything. With no 
public Sunday Masses, it is both gratifying and not surprising to see a number of 

small groups gathering for weekly scripture services. Many are extensions of the 

Little Churches and many are following the Lectio Divina model. 
One of the messages from the Second Vatican Council was to remind us that the 

Lord is not only present in the Eucharist but also present in the Scriptures and the 
Bible. 

 
If you would like to join a group or would like to gather one then email 

tim.gordon@stfranicisohariu.nz and I might be able to facilitate any help you need.  

One of the parishioners who attended the Cardinal’s evening session on the Lectio 
Divina last month is happy to come and lead you through the process of prayer and 

reflection. 

mailto:tim.gordon@stfranicisohariu.nz


Sign of the Cross 
 

 

Ki te ingoa o te Matua, 
o te Tamaiti,  

o te Wairua Tapu.  
Āmene.  

Ministry of the Week—Youth Ministry 
 
On Tuesday Tim Gordon, Helen de Gregorio and 

Kitty McKinley participated in a day sponsored by the 
Archdiocesan Young Church group. The aim was to 

take stock of the realities, to understand better, and to 

plan accordingly in relation to Catholic ministry with 
young people in the parish and college setting.  

 

The background was Christus Vivit (Christ Lives), the 

Pope's reflections on young people - a letter to young 

people about their place in the Church and a plea to 

older adults to offer guidance rather than stifle the 

enthusiasm of the young. 

 

The Pope says young people want to know and 

understand the teachings of the Church and, despite 

what many people think, they long for and need times 

of silent reflection and opportunities to serve their 

communities. He encouraged young people to take 

risks and “make a ruckus!” 
 

The challenge from the meeting was that our young 

people can only hear and respond to this call from Pope 
Francis if we as Church choose to act.  

Pictured left to right: Tim Gordon, Melania Lui, 

Cardinal John Dew, Kitty McKinley. 

Meet the Ōhāriu 

Electoral Candidates 
 

Public event hosted by the 
Johnsonville Community 

Association, Wednesday 

23 September 7:30 - 
9:30pm at the 

Johnsonville Community 
Centre Main Hall (doors 

open 7:00pm) 



 

The next session for the 
Johnsonville-Newlands 

First Communion  
programme will be held 

at St Peter and Paul’s 

Church on Sunday 13  
September 

2020. Children attend 
from 1pm and parents 

are asked to join for a 
practice ceremony at 

2pm, all finished by 

2.30pm. 
 

The kids group session for 

the Khandallah-based 
First Communion  

programme will be held 
at St Benedict's Church at 

10.15 am Sunday 13  

September 2020.   
 

Assuming we are back to 
Level 1, the First 

Communion  

ceremony will be 
celebrated during 9.00am 

Mass at St Benedict's 
Church  

on 20 September 2020, 
followed by an after-

match function at the  

Presbyterian Hall, Ganges 
Road. 

Leadership Formation Team News 
 
As Covid-19 continues to impact the world, New 

Zealand and our church, we have continued to miss 
out on Sunday Mass Gatherings. One of the side 

effects of being in Level 2 and not having Sunday 

masses is of course there is no Sunday Collection.  
 

This has resulted in fewer donations to support the 
ongoing expenses that we have in the parish. Like you 

all we still have power, phone, internet, staff costs, 

rates, insurance and staff costs and are doing the best 
to manage on a limited income. 

 
Many regularly give generously through the Mass 

Collection and last month the donations received were 
down by over $6000.00. So we ask, if you are able to 

donate, we encourage you to do so. There are a few 

ways to donate:  
 

Automatic Payment/Direct Debit: Automatic 
payment’s can be set up so that weekly donations 

are paid directly into the Parish Bank Account. One-

off direct debit payments can also be paid directly 
into the parish’s bank account. Our account is 02-

0524-0203642-00 . If you have a planned giving 
envelope number please include this number as a 

reference. If you are not already a part of the Planned 
Giving, then please include your name as a reference.  

Drop off to the Office: As some parishioners are 
currently doing you are welcome to simply pop your 

envelopes in the presbytery door at 37 Dr Taylor 
Terrace or drop them off to the parish office staff 

between 9am-4pm, now the weather is getting 

better. Alternatively if it’s easier you are more than 
welcome to make a lump sum payment. 

 
We appreciate your generosity in financially supporting 

the Parish to be strong in its commitment to follow 

Christ, creating a welcoming community and engaged 
in bringing about a more just and equitable society. 

 
If you have any questions and would like to donate 

you can contact the parish office on 04 478 7131 or 

ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz. 



Maori Language Week 14-20th September 2020 
 

As we begin Te Wiki o te Reo Māori it might be timely to focus on: 
Haere, tukuna… ki te ruku i te kaupapa tikanga rua 

Go, you are sent to deepen your bicultural relationship  

  

Let’s check in with the 2017 Synod Practical Actions: 
 

 Have one Māori Mass once a month in each parish. 

 Parishes all have Māori version of their names, and 

use them. 

 Enable Māori to help parishioners with Te Reo so 

that it is appreciated in the parish. 

 Greater commitment to Māori Language Week eg 

by including Te Reo in parish newsletters, the Mass, 

hymns, parish website etc. 

 Heighten our national commitment to inclusion and 

recognition of Treaty of Waitangi partnership. The 
Catholic Church could lead the way and eventually 

recognise it every week! 
 

“The history of the church shows that Christianity does not have one cultural 
expression, but rather, ‘remaining completely true to itself, with unswerving 
fidelity to the Gospel and the tradition of the Church, it will also reflect the 
different faces of the cultures and peoples in which it is received and takes 

root.’” [Pope Francis - 2013] 

 
Maybe you would like to add a Te Reo sign in or sign out to your emails – some 

resources from the Archdiocese of Wellington Te Rohe Pīhopa Matua o te 

Whanganui-a-Tara. 

Kia tau te rangimārie ki ā koe. 

Kia tau te rangimārie ki a kōrua.  
Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou.  

Ngā manaakitanga o te wā nei.   
Mā te Atua koutou katoa e tiaki, e 

manaaki.  

E te whānau a te Karaiti, tēnā koutou.  
Arohanui  

Kia whakapaingia koe. (kōrua, koutou)  
Kia tau ngā manaakitanga o te Ariki ki 

runga i (ā koe, a kōrua, a koutou)  

Peace be with you.  

Peace be with you (two people)  
Peace be with you (three people+)  

Blessings of this time.  
May God protect and care for 

you all.  

To the family of Christ, greetings. 
Abundant Love  

Bless you (you two, you three+)  
May the Lord’s blessings be 

bestowed on (you, you two, you 
3 or more people)  



Hello  
My name is Helen De Gregorio (née Cox) and I have recently started in the part-time 
role of Parish Administration Assistant. 

 
I am a Wellingtonian who was raised in the suburb of Northland and educated in the 

in Catholic Schooling system.  I have a back ground in 

banking but recent years have been dedicated to 
raising my family - I have a son attending St Brigid’s 

and my daughter is at St Mary’s College. 
 

I am looking forward to getting to know you all and 

serving the Parish of St Francis of Assisi Ohariu. 
 

Hei konā mai, Helen 

Over 2019/2020 the teaching in our Religious Education lessons at St 

Brigid's is centred around the Catholic Social Teachings.  
This term our focus is on The Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable.  

Here's the writing of one of our Year 6 students about her learning: 
 

For term 3 we have been learning about Preferential Option for the Poor. Preferential 
Option for the Poor is just helping the needy. for e.g. If you half a pie between a 
wealthy person and a poor person, it would make no difference to the rich person 
since they already have so much money, whereas the poor person doesn't have that 
much and the pie would make a big difference. In a shorter way, we have to be 
unfair to be fair. We should help the needy. 
Preferential Option for the Poor made us realize that so many people in the world go 
without the essential needs. We were encouraged to help the poor by donating 
money and food. We watched multiple videos, and took notes. One of the notes I 
took were, "The people we serve that are in poverty and in need, are the faces of 
God." It's like what Jesus said, "What you do to the least of my brothers you do to 
me." So when I act towards other people, I remember that they are the brothers of 
God. The other note I wrote tells us that they are the faces of God because Jesus 
was poor. He could've been born in a rich family, but God put him in a poor family.  
I've done well with Preferential Option for the Poor because I now know how so 
many people suffer without the things they need, and that I should be more grateful 
to the life I have and to the family I was born in. We should all be grateful and not 
waste the items we get. 
What I've found challenging, is that sometimes it feels like something I HAVE to do, 
but in one video it said, "Caring for the poor isn't hard. You should love to help. Don't 
treat it like a chore." I learned from this that I don't have to do grand things like give 
lots of money, but I can donate food to companies like; cans for good, The Foodbank 
progect, Fair food, kids can, and etc. I can also stand up for the poor and vulnerable. 
I should always remember that I should be happy to donate and help the poor. 
Written by Jacqueleen Rodriguez, Year 6, St Brigid’s School. 



Upcoming Events/Notifications  
We welcome into the parish those  

newly Baptised: 
 

Claudia Harper (age 5) 
Elyse Harper (age 12) 

 Leilani Harper (age 14) 
 

 

“Understanding Change. Loss and Grief”: Seasons for Growth Grief 

Seminar Saturday, 19th September, 2.00-4.00pm, Ss Peter and Paul’s 
Church An informative and interactive workshop for all who are journeying with the 

grieving or interested in finding out more about the grief process. It is also an 
opportunity for self-reflection and self-care. For further information and/or 

registration, please contact Katrin Eickhorst on 021 374 405 or 

seasons@wn.catholic.org.nz. Registrations close on Sunday, 13th September to allow 
ordering resources. 

The next Onslow CWL meeting is planned for Wednesday 23 September in 

conjunction with Otari parish, and is the annual celebration of the World Union of 
Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO).  The gathering is to be held at St 

Thomas More, 36 Worcester Street, Wilton, and the evening concludes with supper.   
(This is in hope that Covid-19 restrictions will permit the meeting to go ahead – 

please check next week’s newsletter!)  All women in the parish are very welcome to 

join us.    
 

Susan Dickson (CWL National President) has recommended that CWLANZ affiliate 
with Talitha Kum* and that Wellington Archdiocesan Council be asked for a 

representative to attend the Talitha Kum board meetings on a regular basis. These 
are held in Porirua, every two months, 12 Ernest Street, Porirua, Tuesday 4pm - 

6pm. The recommendation is to request a parishioner, and not necessarily a CWL 

member, who would be willing to take on this representation. Expressions of Interest 
to: Karen Saunders, CWL Wellington Archdiocesan Secretary, 4/476 0044, 

archdio.sec@gmail.com (*formerly ANZRATH - international network against 
trafficking in persons)  

Be informed about the End of Life Choice Act Referendum: 

• The End of Life Choice Act provides access to an assisted death for those with less 
than 6 months to live. Yet any prognosis, especially as long as 6 months, is a guess. 

Overseas research shows that the choice of euthanasia is not driven by pain but by a 
range of personal reasons, including the fear of being a burden to their families or 

society. 

• The End of Life Choice Act has no mandatory stand-down or cooling off period (as 
in other countries) - under the End of Life Choice Act, a person could be dead less 

than 4 days after diagnosis, and be under no obligation to inform their families or 
carers of their decision. The process does not even require the presence of an 

independent witness. 
The EOLC Act is badly drafted and seriously flawed. Whatever one’s views 

about the idea of euthanasia, it is not ‘compassion’ to vote for a dangerous 

law. 
See www.riskylaw.nz or www.votesafe.nz or www.carealliance.org,nz or 

www.nathaniel.org.nz  

mailto:seasons@wn.catholic.org.nz
mailto:archdio.sec@gmail.com
http://www.riskylaw.nz
http://www.votesafe.nz
http://www.carealliance.org,nz
http://www.nathaniel.org.nz


Liturgies & Mass times   
 

All Sunday masses are suspended until further notice.  

Parish Office: 37 Dr Taylor Tce, Johnsonville 

Email: ohariuparish@xtra.co.nz   Phone: 478 7137 
Website: www.stfrancisohariu.nz  

Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.ohariu/  
Parish Bank Account for Donations: 02-0524-0203642-00 

MASS INTENTIONS 
There will not be public masses this Sunday. Our Marist priests will be 
praying for us all and your particular intentions when they celebrate 

mass.  

 

We ask for your prayers - Masses have been offered for 
RIP Anniversary— Eldon Porter (15 Sep) 

St Peter & Paul’s Church  

37 Dr Taylor Tce,  
Johnsonville 

 

Monday: 7pm Liturgy 
Tues: 9.15am Liturgy 
Wed: 11am Mass 
Thurs: 9am Liturgy 
Fri: 9am Mass 

Sat: 10am Mass 
Sun: tba due to covid-19 
levels 
 

St Benedict’s Church  

3 Everest St Khandallah 

Mon: 9am Liturgy 
7pm Meditation 
Tues: 9.15am Liturgy     
Thurs: 9am Liturgy 
Friday: 9am Liturgy 
Saturday: 9am Mass 
Sun: tba due to covid-19 levels 

St Andrew’s Church  

29 Trebann St  
Newlands 

 

Friday: 6.30pm  
Divine Mercy in the Chapel 
 

Join us on Facebook! 
Like and Follow the St 
Francis of Assisi Parish 

Facebook page to keep 
up to date on what is 

going on in your parish!  


