
St Francis of Assisi, Ohariu Parish 
 

Leadership Formation Team - Minutes of zoom meeting on Tuesday, 2 June 2020, at 5pm 
 
Atendees: John Lawson, Paul Betham, John Kleinsman, Kitty McKinley, Thomas Davis, Pete Roe, Tim Gordon 
Apologies: Anna Mika-Hunt 
 

1. Opening prayer/reflection 
 

2. LFT 26 May 2020 Meeting minutes confirmed 
 

3. Action log updated 
 

4. Our Parish in Alert Level 2 
LFT noted that we remain at Alert Level 2. This means that as a Parish we will continue to meet all the Government's 
requirements for Alert Level 2 and diligently follow the guidelines provided by our Bishops. 
 
The New Zealand Bishops have reiterated that those who are vulnerable to the virus, those who feel anxious and 
anyone who is not well should stay at home. All people continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass during this time. 
 
In order to enable as many parishioners as possible to attend a Saturday evening or a Sunday Mass, LFT agreed to 
schedule Masses across the three churches as follows: 
 
1. St Andrew's at 5pm on Saturday 6 June; 

St Benedict's at 9am on Sunday 7 June; and 
Sts Peter & Paul's at 11am on Sunday 7 June. 
 

2. The Little Churches Mass will continue to be live-streamed at 9:30am on Sunday 7 June. 
 

3. A huge commitment is put on volunteers needed to keep our gatherings safe but also rich in worship and 
communion. A call will be made for help with ushering or cleaning the church after Mass with every offer of help 
welcome. 

4. Although the cap on gatherings is 100, we are limited by the capacity of our church buildings, taking into 
consideration the requirement for 1 metre social distancing. 

5. Parishioners who for health or other personal reasons are unable to attend either the Parish Mass or a Little 
Church, can request that Communion be brought to their home. Protocols will be put in place for this to happen 
safely. 
 

5. Communications update 
Tim reported that Ellen was making good progress on developing the new Parish website. There continued to be 
positive feedback from parishioners on the weekly electronic Parish News communications and the work being done 
on the parish database was resulting in more and more email addresses for parishioners. 

 
6. Finance & Buildings 

LFT noted the following update from Thomas: 
1. there was a net shortfall of around $3,000 in the income from last month compared to the same period last year 

due to the COVID-19 lockdown circumstances; 
2. however the Parish is still in a stable situation in relation to bank account balances overall; 
3. new heaters for Sts Peter & Paul's church will be installed around end of June 2020; 
4. proposal for ADW is still being worked on; and 
5. Thomas will attempt to have discussions with broker re insurance situation and report back to LFT. 

 
7. General business 

1. it was noted that LFT is stretched thinly managing the various Portfolios and a communication to parishioners will 
be sent out asking for help by more people being actively involved with any contribution of time and skills 
welcomed; and 

2. there was a suggestion from Pete Roe that LFT could visit some church buildings ahead of the review of our own 
parish buildings eg Our Lady of Kapiti Parish 

3. LFT noted that Marushka Caldeiro has decided to step back from LFT at this time for personal reasons and  
acknowledges her valued contribution in wishing Marushka and family best wishes. 
 

8. Next zoom meeting Monday, 8 June 2020, at 5pm 


