
St Francis of Assisi, Ohariu Parish 
 

Leadership Formation Team - Minutes of zoom meeting on Monday, 26 May 2020, at 5pm 
 
Atendees: John Lawson, Paul Betham, John Kleinsman, Kitty McKinley, Thomas Davis, Pete Roe, Tim Gordon 
Apologies: Marushka Caldeiro, Anna Mika-Hunt 
 

1. Opening prayer/reflection 
 

2. LFT 4 May 2020 Meeting minutes confirmed 
LFT 12 May 2020 Meeting minutes confirmed 
LFT 18 May 2020 Meeting minutes confirmed 
 

3. Action log updated for inclusion in next set of minutes. 
 

4. COVID-19 Alert Level 2 Planning 
There was a discussion on how things had gone on the implementation of Little Churches. Based on the anecdotal 
feedback received, the general consensus was that the feedback was positive and that overall interim arrangements 
went very well apart from  a few technical issues which are being worked on for resolution. 
 
LFT discussed the implications of the government's decision to raise the gathering limit to 100 for St Francis of Assisi, 
Ohariu Parish, noting that the Catholic Bishops had concluded that it was impossible to say that things must be done 
in a certain way and had therefore settled for giving parishes some guiding principles to assist their own 
considerations and decisions about their own parishes. 
 

5. Our Parish in Alert Level 2 
The Bishops have adivised that it is up to each parish to decide what is manageable and safe for their community, 
including whether any particular weekday or Sunday Mass resumes. Given that our parish mass count on any given 
weekend is approximately 1,000 across the three churches, the current restrictions of numbers means that not all 
parishioners will be able to attend Mass. Others will choose not to attend due to health reasons, concerns or fears. 
For these reasons, the Bishops have advised that the dispensation from attendance at Sunday Mass continues. Live-
streamed Masses, in conjunction with the Little Churches, will continue to be offered for these people. 
 
After careful and due consideration of all relevant matters, LFT agreed the following Eucharistic Celebrations for this 
Pentecost Sunday, 31 May 2020, and for the following week: 
 
1. The Little Churches live-streamed Mass will take place at 9:30am. There is now the capacity for the number of 

Little Churches to grow given that we can now allow more than 10 Little Church representatives to attend the 
Mass in person; 

2. There will be a Mass celebrated at Sts Peter & Paul's Church at 11am on Sunday. In accordance with the COVID-
19 Restrictions, this will be for a limited number of parishioners. In choosing who will be able to attend, priority 
will be given to those parishioners who do not have access to the internet and who are not able to be part of a 
Little Church; 

3. Parishioners who for health or other personal reasons are unable to attend either the Parish Mass or a Little 
Church, can request that Communion be brought to their home. Protocols will be put in place for this to 
happen safely; and 

4. There will also be a Mass on Wednesday, 3 June 2020, at 11am at Sts Peter & Paul's Church. Parishioners will 
be asked to arrive a bit earlier so the Health & Safety measures and contact tracing requirements can be 
completed. 
 

6. Church App 
It was noted that, due to the COVID-19 lockdown, we have been granted another month's free trial of 'ChurchAppsNZ' 
which is already in use by many parishes and schools as a communication channel. As we come into Alert Level 1 we 
will really test its value to our communication strategy of connecting with our parishioners, providing real-time 
updates, liturgical guides and prayer resources. 

 
7. Finance & Buildings 

LFT noted the following from the email update provided by Anna Mika-Hunt: 



1. Newlands Presbytery will be ready as a 4 bedroom house rental in late June/early July when refurbishment work 
is completed; 

2. Anna will gather more information about an organisation called DCM re help with getting tenants in/out for 
Newlands property and report back to LFT; 

3. Pump heaters for Sts Peter & Paul's Church scheduled for installation around end of June 2020; 
4. Parishioners who indicated an interest in recruitment for Finance & Building Portfolio in Parish census will be 

invited to forward CV's and report back to LFT;  
5. Thomas to do some work on buildings insurance options and report back to LFT; and 
6. Anna still happy to do some of the above work for LFT but may not be able to join as many meetings and thanks 

everyone for their kind thoughts and generous offers of help. 
 

8. General business 
1. Sacrament of Reconciliation re-starting this weekend initially at Sts Peter & Paul's Church; 
2. Two Columban lay missionaries commisioned from our church happy to volunteer for some work in the parish; 
3. Tim will organise a 'Recruitment Afternoon' in response to positive interest from a number of parishioners to get 

some footsoldiers on the ground, so to speak, to get things done and make things happen; and 
4. Saturday, 4 July 2020, confirmed for LFT Planning Meeting at Sts Peter & Paul's Presbytery from 9 – 11am to 

review Vision for Parish, Buildings to follow the new model, and generally consider how we come out of COVID-19 
as a Parish and as a Leadership Team. 
 

9. Other matters to stay on agenda 
Formation 
Proposal for ADW 
Structure matters for Parish  
 

10. Next zoom meeting Tuesday, 2 June 2020, at 5pm 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


